October 10, 2013

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E1471

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING MS. SANDY COLVIN
ROY

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Ms. Sandy Colvin Roy for her many
years of public service to the citizens of the
Twelfth Ward of Minneapolis and to congratu-
late her on her receipt of an award of Lifetime
Achievement from the National Organization to
Insure a  Sound-controlled  Environment
(NOISE).

Ms. Colvin Roy has represented the Twelfth
Ward of Minneapolis on the Minneapolis City
Council for the last 16 years. As a member of
the council, Ms. Colvin Roy has been a vocal
advocate for the health and well-being of com-
munities located near airports and other noise-
polluted transportation centers. While Ms.
Colvin Roy has spearheaded efforts at the
federal level to reduce the impact of aviation
noise, she has also led local efforts to protect
funds that support the abatement of aviation
noise pollution.

The National Organization to Insure a
Sound-controlled Environment seeks to honor
elected officials who have firmly supported
their constituents’ concerns regarding noise
impacts. They have chosen Ms. Colvin Roy to
receive their Award of Lifetime Achievement
for her steadfast commitment to the reduction
of aviation noise in the Twelfth Ward of Min-
neapolis.

| congratulate Ms. Sandy Colvin Roy on her
Lifetime Achievement Award and thank her for
her dedication and service to the citizens of
the Twelfth Ward, the City of Minneapolis and
the great state of Minnesota.

—————

HONORING MIKE SUTFIN’S LEAD-
ERSHIP IN FLOODPLAIN MAN-
AGEMENT

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. KINZINGER of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mike Sutfin for his impres-
sive leadership in floodplain management and
his exemplary service to the City of Ottawa, II-
linois and the State of lllinois.

The City of Ottawa sits at the confluence of
the lllinois and Fox Rivers which makes it one
of the most flood prone communities in the
State of lllinois. In 2008, the City of Ottawa
was impacted by a devastating flood as part of
the Hurricane lke storm system. The flood
damaged homes beyond repair, and also
caused an Ottawa Elementary school to close
for nearly two years.

In an effort to reduce or avoid future disas-
trous floods, Mike Sutfin and the City of Ot-
tawa developed a floodplain management plan

that has since received state and national rec-
ognition. Mr. Sutfin has worked tirelessly to
raise public awareness of the river valley
floodplain through public meetings, maps, and
an informative website. At his recommenda-
tion, the Ottawa City Council has incorporated
better floodplain management regulatory
standards into the City’s ordinances. Addition-
ally, he has helped reduce reoccurring flood
loss through a major City of Ottawa buyout
program and other mitigation initiatives.

In recognition of his diligent work, Mr. Sutfin
has received the 2011 Floodplain Manager of
the Year Award from the lllinois Association of
Floodplain ~and  Stormwater = Managers
(IAFSM). Additionally, he recently received the
2013 Community Rating System (CRS) Award
for Excellence from the National Flood Insur-
ance Program. Currently, the City of Ottawa is
rated at Class 5 under the CRS, but with Mr.
Sutfin’s leadership the community will likely be
upgraded to Class 2. This would make it one
of the best rated communities in the State of
lllinois and across the United States.

Mr. Sutfin has accomplished a great deal as
Ottawa’s Floodplain Manager and the resulting
benefits, such as increased public safety,
peace of mind, and reduced damage to prop-
erty, are priceless to his community. His ex-
pertise is clearly put to good use in the City
of Ottawa as well as at the IAFSM where he
serves on the Board of Directors and chairs
the Floodplain Management Committee.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 16th District of
lllinois, | wish to express our deepest thanks
to Mike Sutfin for his leadership in floodplain
management and his diligent work for the City
of Ottawa.

————
ON THE OCCASION OF THE AN-
NUAL GATHERING OF THE

MACON-THOMAS CHAPTER OF
THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN INC.

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate the Macon-Thomas
Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen as its mem-
bers and the Greater Detroit community gather
to honor its founders and celebrate another
successful year.

As the end of the 1930s approached, Amer-
ica faced unprecedented challenges in our na-
tion’s history—recovery from the Great De-
pression and the looming specter World War
Il—which threatened the values that all of us
hold dear. The greatest generation responded
to these threats with selfless sacrifice and un-
wavering determination to protect our country.
The Tuskegee Airmen are a shining example
of our greatest generation, rising above the di-
visions of that time to answer the call to serve
their fellow citizens. The Tuskegee Airmen
fought with the honor and valor becoming of
any soldier in the United States Armed Forces

and demonstrated that our differences pale in
comparison to our shared ideals of equality
and democracy. The record of the Tuskegee
Airmen during World War 1l is exemplary and
they were often on the front lines protecting
American bombers to ensure they would be
able to complete their missions.

The Tuskegee Airmen were at the forefront
of so many important events in our history—
as fighter escorts for American bombers, as
trailblazers in the efforts to integrate the
United States Armed Forces, and as leaders
in the Civil Rights movement that followed
their return from World War Il. Their deter-
mination and hard work paved the way for
great steps forward in the endeavor to ensure
that all Americans are treated and protected
equally under the law.

In the Greater Detroit region, our local chap-
ter of the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. is named
after Captain Richard D. Macon and Lieuten-
ant Colonel Donald C. Thomas, Jr—two men
who embodied the courage and tenacity of the
American spirit. Their bravery not only secured
our nation from harm and precipitated an in-
credible expansion of rights in our nation, but
their determination to ensure continuing
progress has led to a strong local chapter that
has preserved the history of their achieve-
ments and inspired future generations of
Americans from every community and ethnicity
across our land to pursue a future in aviation
and aerospace industries. Furthermore, the
Macon-Thomas Chapter of the Tuskegee Air-
men undertakes many programs that also help
youth develop and hone their leadership skills
to empower as a force for positive change in
our society.

Mr. Speaker, the bravery, courage and sac-
rifice of the Tuskegee Airmen are an inspira-
tion to all of us who heed the call to serve our
country. Their actions paved the way for great
steps forward in our country’s history and | am
proud to honor the local Macon-Thomas
Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen in West
Bloomfield, Michigan. | congratulate its mem-
bers and supporters on another year of great
accomplishments and wish them continuing
success in their future endeavors.

———

HONORING 100 YEARS OF THE
DEERFIELD BANNOCKBURN FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT AND REC-
OGNIZING COMPLETION OF THE
DEERFIELD BANNOCKBURN FIRE-
FIGHTER MEMORIAL

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Deerfield Bannockburn Fire
Protection District on its 100th anniversary and
on the completion of its Firefighter Memorial.

We can never fully express our gratitude for
our nation’s first responders and emergency
personnel for the work they do and the dan-
gers they willingly face. Our communities rely
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upon and look up to these brave men and
women.

Mr. Speaker, in my home town we are most
fortunate to be under the watchful eyes and
extraordinary service of the Deerfield-
Bannockburn Fire Protection District. This May
marked 100 years of firefighting in the Deer-
field, Bannockburn and Riverwoods area.

Its mission is simple: “With pride, integrity,
and professionalism the members of the Deer-
field Bannockburn Fire Protection District will
provide emergency response, education, and
quality service to all who call upon us.”

The Deerfield Volunteer Fire Department
was originally organized under the leadership
of Lincoln Pettis, with a single two-wheeled,
horse drawn cart. Today the Deerfield-
Bannockburn FPD is a team of over 40 highly
trained professionals. Each and every day,
these heroes utilize the most modern tech-
niques and technologies to provide fire protec-
tion and emergency services, as well as deal-
ing with hazardous materials and technical
and underwater rescue and recovery.

This centennial gives us the opportunity to
recognize the profound courage and inspiring
achievements of our community’s firefighters
and emergency personnel.

This centennial also allows for us to recog-
nize the dedication and contributions of fire-
fighters past. The Deerfield Bannockburn Fire-
fighter Memorial will be opened on October
19, and it will be dedicated to former Chiefs
Jack Gagne and James Quinn, who combined
to lead the Fire District for more than 80
years. Their example is legendary, and their
work will never be forgotten.

| congratulate the Deerfield Bannockburn
Fire Protection District for 100 years of brave
service to our community, and | thank all past,
current and future firefighters for being a part
of this legacy.

————

RECOGNIZING THE FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH OF CROWN
POINT

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and profound respect that | rec-
ognize First United Methodist Church of
Crown Point as its congregation and church
leaders join together in celebration of its 175th
anniversary. Bishop Michael Coyner, Rev-
erend Mark Wilkins, Senior Pastor, Reverend
Tom Shanahan, Associate Pastor, and the
congregation will be commemorating this mo-
mentous milestone with a celebratory church
service and reception on Sunday, October 13,
2013.

First United Methodist Church of Crown
Point was founded in 1938 by Isaac Stagg.
The first church services were held in log
cabin homes. In 1887, the first church building
was completed in Crown Point and became
the place of worship for parishioners for many
years. By 1957, a new church building was
completed and remains the home of First
United Methodist Church of Crown Point
today. Throughout the years, more than sev-
enty ministers have served as leaders of the
church, and the devoted congregation has
grown to over 800 members. With the in-
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crease in membership, the church has been
able to organize numerous programs that
have played a major role in the church’s suc-
cess. These remarkable programs include the
United Methodist Women’s Group, the
Epworth League, a teen-age youth group,
Methodist Men, Caring Cooks and the Older
Adult Ministry.

The leaders and parishioners of First United
Methodist Church of Crown Point touch the
lives of countless individuals through their
compassionate service, especially to those
most in need. Over the years, they have come
to the aid of many through their selfless sup-
port to various charitable organizations, includ-
ing Meals On Wheels, Saint Jude Home,
Adopt a Family at Christmas, and Adopt a
Highway. The church has also supported mis-
sionaries both nationally and abroad, and is
currently raising funds to help build a church
in Roatan, Honduras.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, | ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring the church leaders and congregation
of First United Methodist Church of Crown
Point for their exceptional community service
and congratulating the church on its 175th an-
niversary. The outstanding work of this truly
admirable congregation continues to touch
lives in Northwest Indiana and far beyond, and
for their selfless service, the leadership and
members at First United Methodist Church of
Crown Point are worthy of the highest praise.

———

IN HONOR OF JESSE CARSON HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Jesse Carson High School. This school,
established in 2006, has been awarded the
Wells Fargo Conference Cup for overall inter-
scholastic athletic performance within its indi-
vidual conference.

Last year, the school’s volleyball team won
the Western Regional Championship, and the
baseball and softball teams were also tour-
nament champions.

These accomplishments exemplify the hard
work and dedication of the students, teachers
and mentors of Jesse Carson High School.

Principal Kelly Withers is dedicated to her
students and believes that with the right op-
portunity and environment, each student can
achieve his or her goals.

| believe that a strong athletic program
teaches students the importance of teamwork
and how to overcome challenges. Along with
a strong academic background, these skills
will help our students in future endeavors.

Jesse Carson High School has made the
Eighth District of North Carolina proud, and its
success serves as an example to other
schools in North Carolina and across the na-
tion.
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RECOGNIZING THE 102ND ANNIVER-
SARY OF DOUBLE TEN DAY FOR
THE PEOPLE OF TAIWAN

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the people of Taiwan on the
upcoming celebration of the 102nd anniver-
sary of “Double Ten Day.” Double Ten Day
traces its roots to the Wuchang Uprising that
occurred on October 10, 1911. The Wuchang
Uprising signaled the end of the Qing Dynasty
and the start of a democratic movement that
we continue to celebrate and recognize. Dou-
ble Ten Day is a celebration of the birth of de-
mocracy and the Republic of China.

| want to especially recognize the people of
Taiwan on this important occasion. The
strength of the relationship between the peo-
ple of Taiwan and the people of the United
States is strong. | look forward to continue
working to expand business opportunities as
well as deepen our mutual appreciation for
each other’s unique cultures. Exchange of our
cultures is clearly evidenced on Guam, which
is home to many people of Chinese ancestry.
Guam continues to benefit from their cultural
contributions to our community and the pro-
motion of trade and economic opportunities.

Again, | congratulate the people of Taiwan
on the 102nd anniversary of Double Ten Day.
We celebrate this historic occasion with them
and we honor their friendship with the Amer-
ican people.

HONORING THE 10-YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WOMEN’'S BUSI-
NESS CENTER AT CANISIUS COL-
LEGE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the Women’s Business Center at Canisius
College on the occasion of its tenth anniver-
sary.

T);we Women’s Business Center at Canisius
College is a comprehensive resource for small
business owners and professional women pro-
viding training and networking opportunities to
empower women with the critical skills nec-
essary to develop their business.

The Center gives participants access to the
college’s business courses, counseling, advice
from business coaches, forums and an annual
Women'’s Leadership Conference that featured
“Creativity and Innovation” as one of its
themes.

The Center not only benefits women in busi-
ness but also benefits the Western New York
economy. Bolstered by an initial federal grant
from the Small Business Administration, the
Center has served over 21,000 participants,
helped start over 200 businesses, and created
290 jobs since opening in September of 2003.

The Women’s Business Center at Canisius
College, one of 28 Jesuit universities in the
nation, also deserves recognition for the link it
continues to provide between the local edu-
cational institutions and the economic centers
of our community. The success of small busi-
nesses is crucial to the prosperity of our re-
gion and nation and we are fortunate that for
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the past decade this group has worked to le-
verage funds and build new private-public
partnership and establish unique and nurturing
mentoring relationships that have ensured
women have equal opportunity to start their
own business.

The success of the Center is realized in the
economic gains and confidence generated by
its many participants and program graduates.
Yet, for every success, there is a daily re-
minder that the Center’'s work is not complete
as our region’s entrepreneurs and small busi-
ness owners remain in need of the valuable
resources, experience and support needed to
strengthen our economy and to create equal
opportunities for all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, it is with appreciation and ac-
knowledgement of their important contribu-
tions, that | rise to congratulate all those re-
sponsible for achieving this milestone as the
Women’s Business Center celebrates its 10th
anniversary in the Montante Cultural Center
on the campus of Canisius College.

RECOGNIZING CHRIS COX, AN
AMERICAN PATRIOT AND ONE-
MAN MEMBER OF THE MONU-
MENT MILITIA

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize an American who has shown enor-
mous commitment to our country and veterans
during this stalemate in Washington. In re-
sponse to the partial government shutdown,
Chris Cox, a resident of South Carolina, trav-
elled to Washington to assemble the Monu-
ment Militia—a one-man mission to maintain
the National Mall.

As some of our leaders in Washington, D.C.
are unwilling to negotiate with members of the
opposite political party to devise a solution to
re-open the federal government—something
the American people want and deserve—our
national monuments and museums remain
closed and National Park Service employees
normally tasked with keeping the Mall clean
remain furloughed.

Therefore, Mr. Cox took it upon himself to
ensure the lawn of the iconic Lincoln Memorial
was mowed and kept tidy for the thousands of
veterans who will descend on our nation’s
capital this weekend for the Million Vet March.

When Mr. Cox was asked why he travelled
from South Carolina, armed with just a
chainsaw and lawn mower, to clean up our
National Mall, he responded, “These are our
memorials. If they shut down our memorials,
we’re still going to take the trash out, we're
going to clean the windows, we’re going to cut
the grass, we’re going to pull the weeds, we'’re
going to do the tree work.”

| had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Cox just
this weekend when riding my bike around the
monuments—surveying how the shutdown has
impacted our National Mall. Mr. Cox, carrying
his state flag of South Carolina, expressed his
sincerest hope that he would be able to clean
the area around the Lincoln Memorial to the
World War Il Memorial because our veterans
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dedicated their lives and fought for us so we
should fight and honor them, even if the gov-
ernment is shut down.

This is the American spirit. This is the atti-
tude and perseverance our Founding Fathers
demonstrated in the face of adversity. Patriotic
acts, like the ones recently displayed by Mr.
Cox, serve as a great reminder of how Wash-
ington should conduct itself in this frustrating
time.

| again offer Mr. Cox my sincerest and hum-
ble gratitude for his service and commitment
to our nation and its veterans, as well as the
passion and conviction that led him to Wash-
ington to make sure our National Mall looks its
best for our heroes.

———

HEAD START CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, after
months of refusing Democratic calls to nego-
tiate a replacement to the sequester that
slashed over $400 million from the Head Start
budget this year and eliminated slots for
50,000 children, I'm pleased to see some of
my Republican colleagues acknowledging the
importance of this early education program.
However, to truly serve these kids and their
families, we should pass a clean CR that will
immediately send funding to those centers that
did not receive their payments last week and
then we should work together to replace the
damaging sequester cuts.

A clean CR would reopen all programs for
vulnerable children and their families. It would
provide funding for the Community Action
Agencies that represent one-third of all Head
Start grantees. It would fund child care pro-
grams that help parents find affordable and
safe places for their children when the Head
Start day ends. And it would fund the Social
Services Block Grant that helps fill gaps in
services to help low-income families get back
on their feet.

All of these vital programs are ignored in the
resolution on the Floor today. | urge the
Speaker to let the House vote on the Senate-
passed CR and reopen the government now.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SAN JOAQUIN
RIVER PARKWAY AND CON-
SERVATION TRUST

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the San Joaquin River Parkway and
Conservation Trust (River Parkway Trust) in
celebration of its 25th anniversary. The land
around the San Joaquin River is protected due
to the efforts of the River Parkway Trust, and
we must thank them for all of their hard work.

The formation of the River Parkway Trust
began in 1988 when citizens, landowners, and
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agencies joined together to outline their goals.
Over the past 25 years, the River Parkway
Trust has worked with 18 land owners to pro-
tect almost 3,000 acres of land. In addition to
the number of land purchases made by asso-
ciates of the San Joaquin River Conservancy
and the California Wildlife Conservation Board,
the total amount of protected land has in-
creased to over 4,000 acres.

The protected land provides individuals with
a place to enjoy outdoor activities. One of the
signature attractions of the River Parkway
Trust is the Lewis S. Eaton Trail. The trail is
used daily by bikers and hikers. It truly is a
gem in our Central Valley.

A priority of the River Parkway Trust is to
encourage young people to visit the river.
Many school districts participate in field trips,
so thousands of students have the opportunity
to view the beautiful nature and landscape. In
addition, the River Parkway Trust has a sum-
mer youth program that provides children with
a week full of fun river activities. Each year,
more than 1,000 youth visit the camp.

The River Parkway Trust also serves as a
“natural defense” to floods. It keeps pollution
from flowing into the water; therefore, pre-
venting our drinking water from becoming con-
taminated. The River Parkway Trust has con-
tributed to restoring the area’s cultural past so
that symbolic structures like the Riverview
Ranch on OIld Faint Road do not disappear.
Maintaining structures that are significant to
the area is important for the 20,000 visitors
that go to the parkway each year.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the San Joaquin River Parkway
and Conservation Trust as they celebrate 25
years of preserving the invaluable land around
the San Joaquin River. Their outstanding com-
mitment to protecting the Central Valley’s nat-
ural resources must be commended.

—————

IN HONOR OF TAIWAN’S NATIONAL
DAY

HON. GEORGE HOLDING

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, | rise to join
Taiwan in celebrating its National Day.

The United States and Taiwan enjoy a long,
enduring relationship. Our partnership, codified
in the Taiwan Relations Act, has been of great
benefit to both our nations. Earlier this year, |
was pleased to support legislation which, was
signed into law, that encourages Taiwan’s par-
ticipation in the International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization.

To further our relationship, | support more
bilateral exchanges between our two nations
and would encourage my colleagues to famil-
iarize themselves with the cultural and eco-
nomic benefits that this relationship has pro-
duced.

Once again Mr. Speaker | rise to congratu-
late Taiwan on its National Day and | am con-
fident that the close relationship between
United States and Taiwan will continue for
many years to come.
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INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO
AMEND THE ROBERT T. STAF-
FORD DISASTER RELIEF AND
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE ACT
TO REAUTHORIZE THE PRE-DIS-
ASTER HAZARD MITIGATION
PROGRAM

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
today, | rise to introduce a bill to amend to the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to reauthorize the pre-
disaster hazard mitigation program.

First authorized in 2000, the pre-disaster
hazard mitigation program has a proven his-
tory of saving taxpayer money by investing in
cost effective projects that are designed to re-
duce injuries, loss of life, and damage and de-
struction of property in the event of a disaster.
As the old adage goes: an ounce of preven-
tion is worth its weight in gold.

This is true for the pre-disaster hazard miti-
gation program. In 2005, the Multi Hazard Miti-
gation Council of the National Institute of
Building Sciences found that for every $1
spent on mitigation, $4 was saved in potential
disaster costs. Other corollary benefits and in-
direct savings at the local level and within the
business sector were also identified. More-
over, the Congressional Budget Office con-
firmed the cost savings of the program. Using
a different analysis, the CBO found in 2007
that for every $1 spent on mitigation, $3 was
saved in potential disaster costs.

But it is not just empirical studies that have
confirmed the benefits of this program. There
are numerous examples of flood control
projects, voluntary acquisitions of real property
located in flood zones, and the construction of
safe rooms that have saved lives and pre-
vented future damage. Areas that have experi-
enced flood damage in the past, and have
flooded again, experienced reduced or no
damage thanks to effective mitigation. For in-
stance, in lowa, pre-disaster mitigation funds
were used to purchase riverfront homes from
homeowners that had suffered flood damage
and then converted to green space. When the
area subsequently flooded again, there was
no new damage, thanks to the pre-disaster
mitigation efforts.

With today’s ongoing fiscal challenges, in-
creasingly severe storms, and escalating ef-
fects of climate change, it makes sense for
our country to prepare for these disasters now
in order to prevent or reduce damage. Smart
planning to mitigate the adverse impact of dis-
asters not only saves lives, but saves
money—especially over the long run.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy when
there were initial damage estimates in the bil-
lions of dollars, many Members from both
sides of the aisle streamed to the floor to ex-
press sympathy to the victims, as well as
decry the extent of the damage and large
costs. This program represents an opportunity
to curb similar costs in the future while also
saving lives and protecting property.

It is time to reauthorize the Pre-Disaster
Hazard Mitigation Program at a sufficient level
to make an impact. | urge my colleagues to
support this measure.
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following.

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JOSE ALVAREZ

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize Jose Alva-
rez, Commissioner for the City of Kissimmee,
for his outstanding career and service to the
community.

Mr. Alvarez was born in Cuba, and moved
to the United States in 1971. He was raised in
Miami, where he worked for the Bridge and
Road Engineering Department of the Florida
Department of Transportation, before relo-
cating to Central Florida.

Mr. Alvarez has tirelessly served the His-
panic community in Kissimmee, Florida while
also achieving success in the local real estate
market. He has held many positions both in
the public and private sector including the
Board of Directors for League of United Latin
American Citizens, the Board of Directors for
National Association of Hispanic Real Estate
Professionals, and the Board of Directors for
Osceola Association of Realtors. He has dem-
onstrated a thorough understanding of both
the business and real estate market.

In 2012 Mr. Alvarez was elected to be Com-
missioner for the City of Kissimmee. He has
developed a flourishing career and earned the
respect of his constituents for his dedicated
service to the community. Mr. Alvarez is hap-
pily married to his wife Darlene, with whom he
has five daughters and two grandsons.

| am happy to recognize Mr. Alvarez, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for his proven com-
mitment to his community and leadership in
Osceola County.

RECOGNIZING THE PUBLIC SERVICE OF JONATHAN EVANS

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize Jonathan
Evans for his commitment to public service.

Jonathan possesses a Bachelor's degree in
Social Work, and a Master's Degree in Public
Administration, both from the University of
Central Florida. He is currently working on an-
other Master’'s Degree in Business Administra-
tion from Saint Leo University.

Jonathan has worked as a public servant for
several Central Florida communities including
the City of St. Cloud, the Town of Celebration,
the City of Largo, and Haines City. Jonathan
was hired as the Haines City Assistant City
Manager on July 16, 2012, and was appointed
as Acting City Manager on May 16, 2013.
Prior to his work in Haines City, Jonathan
worked for the City of Largo for nearly 6 years
as the Assistant to the City Manager.

Jonathan is a full member of the Florida City
and County Management Association,
FCCMA, and has served on numerous boards
for the organization. He is also a member of
the International City/County Management As-
sociation, ICMA, and is taking the required
steps to become an ICMA Credentialed Man-
ager.

Jonathan has a strong grasp on municipal
government, and a great work ethic that has
not gone unnoticed. He has received numer-
ous awards including the United Gold Award,
the Children’s Empowerment Award, and was
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named the Employee of the Month by the City
of St. Cloud.

| am happy to honor Jonathan Evans, dur-
ing Hispanic Heritage Month, for his out-
standing leadership and public service.
RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF ELLEN OCHOA

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize the inspir-
ing career of Ellen Ochoa, astronaut, engi-
neer, and Director of NASA’s Johnson Space
Center.

Ellen Ochoa received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Physics from San Diego State Uni-
versity in 1980. She then went on to attend
Stanford University, where she received a
Master of Science degree and Doctorate in
Electrical Engineering.

She was selected by NASA in January 1990
and became the first Hispanic female astro-
naut in July 1991. Her technical assignments
in the Astronaut Office at the Johnson Space
Center included crew representative for flight
software, computer hardware and robotics, As-
sistant for Space Station to the Chief of the
Astronaut Office, lead spacecraft communi-
cator (CAPCOM) in Mission Control, and Act-
ing Deputy Chief of the Astronaut Office. As a
veteran of four space flights, Ellen has logged
nearly 1000 hours in space.

Ellen is a pioneer of spacecraft technology.
She is a co-inventor for three patents for an
optical inspection system, an optical object
recognition method, and a method for noise
removal in images. At the NASA Ames Re-
search Center, she led a research group work-
ing primarily on optical systems for automated
space exploration. She has received numer-
ous awards for her accomplishments including
NASA’'s Exceptional Service Medal, Out-
standing Leadership Medal, and four Space
Flight Medals.

Since 2007, Ellen has served as Deputy Di-
rector of the Johnson Space Center, helping
to manage and direct the Astronaut Office and
Aircraft Operations. On January 1, 2013,
Ochoa made history again by becoming the
first Hispanic and second female director of
NASA'’s Johnson Space Center.

| am happy to honor Ellen Ochoa, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for her exceptional
career, numerous accomplishments, and con-
tributions to the Hispanic community.

HONORING THE CAREER OF JOSE FELICIANO

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month to recognize Mr. Jose
Feliciano, a Puerto Rican musician whose
international success is a true testament to his
amazing talent.

Mr. Feliciano was born in Lares, Puerto
Rico. At the age of five he immigrated with his
parents and siblings to New York City. Due to
congenital glaucoma, he was left permanently
blind at birth. However, his disability has not
hindered his passion for playing music. Mr.
Feliciano’s love for music began at the age of
three, when he first accompanied his uncle on
a tin cracker can. By the age of six, he had
taught himself to play the concertina simply by
listening to records and practicing. When Mr.
Feliciano received his first guitar, he spent
hours practicing each day and started taking
classical lessons with a guitar instructor.

In 1963, Mr. Feliciano signed a contract with
RCA Records. Over the course of his career
he has had numerous chart-topping singles in
multiple countries. His famous single, ‘Feliz
Navidad,” tops the charts every year during
the holidays. The American Society of Com-
posers, Authors and Publishers named ‘Feliz
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Navidad’ one of the top 25 most frequently
played and recorded Christmas songs world-
wide. Mr. Feliciano has received numerous
awards over the course of his career including
nine Grammys, a star on Hollywood’s Walk of
Fame, and the Hispanic Heritage Foundation’s
Lifetime Achievement Award. The City of New
York also honored him by renaming Public
School 155 in East Harlem, “The Jose Feli-
ciano Performing Art School.”

Mr. Feliciano is not only a talented musi-
cian, but also a humanitarian. He serves as
the International Immigrants Foundation’s
Honorary Ambassador and Official Delegate
before the United Nations. He also serves as
a board member for New Hampshire’'s Asso-
ciation for the Blind. The Equestrian Order of
the Holy Sepulchre, an ancient and prestigious
Papal Order of the Catholic Church, knighted
Mr. Feliciano at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. He
also received a Doctorate Degree in Humane
Letters from Sacred Heart University for his
musical and humanitarian contributions to the
world.

| am happy to honor Mr. Jose Feliciano,
during Hispanic Heritage Month, for his many
contributions to music and humanity.

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF DENISE DIAZ

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize a hard-
working community organizer, civil rights activ-
ist, and working mother of two.

Originally from Puerto Rico, Denise Diaz’s
parents raised her and her brother on the
northwest side of Chicago. Her parents
worked hard in the airline catering industry to
provide a better life for their children. As union
members, they instilled Denise with a strong
sense of collective action and a passion for
justice.

Denise Diaz received her BA in Political
Science from the University of lllinois at Chi-
cago. Her activism began in organizing on the
South Side of Chicago. She later became a
tenant rights organizer in immigrant commu-
nities outside of Washington, D.C.

In 2007, Denise moved to Central Florida to
raise her two children and continue community
organizing on workers’ rights issues. Denise
can often be seen picketing in front of major
employers, meeting with workers, and leading
community events with the support of her hus-
band Mark and her two children, Zoe and
Zion.

For over five years, Denise has served as
the Executive Director of Central Florida Jobs
with Justice. She is also a National Jobs with
Justice board member and a board member of
the Florida Institute for Reform and Empower-
ment (FIRE).

Denise’s work with the Central Florida Jobs
with Justice, a coalition of unions, community
based groups, faith based and student groups
that work together on economic justice cam-
paigns, has empowered and improved the
lives of working families in Orlando.

| am happy to honor Denise Diaz, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for her incredible ac-
complishments on behalf of the working fami-
lies in Central Florida.

RECOGNIZING JOSE F. MENDEZ FOR 40 YEARS OF
EXPANDING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize the inspir-
ing career of Jose F. Mendez. He has com-
mitted the last 40 years to expanding edu-
cational opportunities both in Puerto Rico and
the United States.
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Mr. Mendez has served as President of Ana
G. Mendez University System (AGMUS) since
1974. In 1978, Mr. Mendez advocated for the
creation of a Televised Study Center to make
university education accessible to students
who could not attend a traditional style univer-
sity. Through his efforts, a televised education
program was created and has since been uti-
lized by thousands of students and the prison
population of Puerto Rico. In 1985, under Mr.
Mendez’ stewardship, AGMUS founded Chan-
nel 40 (today, Sistema TV), Puerto Rico’s first
privately operated television station affiliated to
PBS.

Mr. Mendez formed partnerships between
universities in the United States and Puerto
Rico to spark an interest in science and tech-
nology among minority groups. Under his
leadership, AGMUS has grown to become the
second largest private university in Puerto
Rico. AGMUS also has three campuses in
Florida, including one in my district, and one
in Maryland.

Mr. Mendez has held various positions in
educational leadership and received numerous
awards. One of his crowning achievements
was the creation of AGMUS’s Permanent
Fund for scholarships which provides edu-
cation to talented students from low income
areas.

Mr. Jose Mendez has focused his efforts on
education because he believes that our ability
to learn and to contribute to human progress
is our greatest gift. | am happy to honor Jose
F. Mendez, during Hispanic Heritage Month,
for his unwavering commitment to expanding
educational opportunities for all.

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF
BETSY FRANCESCHINI

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize the career
of Betsy Franceschini. Mrs. Franceschini is a
leader in both the Central Florida and national
Hispanic community.

Mrs. Franceschini has a Bachelor's Degree
in Social Work and a Master’s Degree in Guid-
ance and Counseling from the Pontifical
Catholic University of Puerto Rico. She has re-
ceived multiple awards and recognitions, in-
cluding Magellan Media Corporation’s Busi-
nesswoman of the Year Award in 2001, the
Dove of Peace International Award in 2006 for
her outstanding community leadership, the
Hispanic Business Initiative Fund—Success
Story Award, and the Entrepreneurial Excel-
lence Award in 2008. Mrs. Franceschini was
also recognized in 2012 as one of the Top 25
Most Influential Hispanics in Central Florida by
Vision Magazine and the Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce of Metro Orlando.

Mrs. Franceschini has been extremely ac-
tive in the community since moving to Florida
in 1985, focusing on issues affecting minori-
ties. In 2003, Mrs. Franceschini was appointed
by Mayor Buddy Dyer to serve in the City of
Orlando’s Strategic Team and Transportation
Committee. She also served on the Board of
the Hispanic Initiative Business Fund from
1999 to 2006 and headed the Hispanic Task
Force for the Census 2000 in Orange and
Seminole Counties. Just before that, she
served as President of the Asociacion
Borinquena (Puerto Rican Association of Cen-
tral Florida), from 1997 to 1999.

In February 2011, Mrs. Franceschini was
one of 15 Latino leaders selected by the White
House to meet with President Obama to dis-
cuss issues important to the Hispanic commu-
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nity. In addition, she successfully organized
and executed the first ever White House His-
panic Summit in Central Florida. In March
2011, she was appointed as the first Hispanic
Outreach Director for the Florida Democratic
Party and successfully accomplished the goal
of increasing Hispanic voter participation in
Central Florida.

Mrs. Franceschini recently worked as the
Deputy District Director and Hispanic Outreach
Coordinator for my office in Orlando. On July
1, 2013, the Governor of Puerto Rico,
Alejandro Garcia Padilla, appointed her as the
Florida Regional Director for the Puerto Rico
Federal Affairs Administration. Over twenty-
eight years of dedication and commitment has
earned her a high level of respect, support,
and admiration as a national Hispanic leader
in public service.

| am happy to honor Betsy Franceschini,
during Hispanic Heritage Month, for her out-
standing accomplishments and service to the
Hispanic community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE GREAT
LAKES REGION CHAPTER OF
B’NAI B’RITH FOR 170 YEARS OF
ADVOCACY FOR THE JEWISH
PEOPLE

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today, as B’nai B’rith International cele-
brates 170 years of advocacy and leadership
in support of the security of Jewish people
around the world, including the Jewish State
of Israel, and to recognize its local chapter for
the Great Lakes region.

When it was founded in 1843, the members
B’nai B'rith set out to create a support network
for newly arriving Jewish immigrants in the
United States. Among its first actions, B’nai
B’rith created an insurance policy to provide
members’ widows with resources to cover the
cost of funeral services and a weekly stipend
for the remainder of their lives. It also provided
a stipend to each member’s children and as-
sured male children that they would be taught
a trade. From these initial programs, which
were an immediate response to the living con-
ditions of Jewish immigrants in New York,
B’nai B’rith rapidly grew, with many fraternal
lodges and chapters in the United States and
around the world.

As it grew, B’nai B'rith quickly became in-
volved in international affairs which became
necessary to respond to rising anti-Semitism
in Eastern Europe. As part of its response, the
United States opened its first Consulate Gen-
eral in Romania, expanding the reach of
American diplomacy. From this initial foray into
foreign policy, B'nai B’rith has developed into
a global voice for the safety and security of
the Jewish people and their homeland.

In addition, to its international initiatives,
B’nai B’rith has cultivated and maintained a
number of programs to address the changing
needs of the Jewish American population. As
the Jewish population in the United States has
aged, B’nai B’rith has responded to the needs
of seniors, opening its first senior residence in
1971 which has grown into an international
network of forty residences worldwide. The
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array of services offered by B’nai B’rith now
includes programs for youth, seniors, humani-
tarian aid and young professionals, as well as
programs that are designed to foster cross-
cultural dialogue.

In the Great Lakes region, we are fortunate
to have an active and dedicated local chapter
of B’nai B’rith which is celebrating its 156th
year of service to communities across the
upper Midwest. Among the local programs it
supports are scholarships for college-bound
students, Project H.O.P.E. to provide special
kosher food to seniors and community mem-
bers in-need during Passover, and countless
cultural events that share the richness of Jew-
ish traditions with the community at-large.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize the
outstanding advocacy and leadership that
B’nai B’rith has displayed in the last 170 years
on behalf of the Jewish people and the Jewish
State of Israel. | am further pleased to con-
gratulate B’nai B'rith’s local Great Lakes chap-
ter for its incredible work, not only as a lead-
ing voice for the Jewish community of the
Greater Detroit, but as an important partner
that enables cross-cultural dialogue that
strengths the region. | congratulate all of my
friends in the Great Lakes chapter of B’nai
B’rith and | wish them success as they con-
tinue to be a clear and passionate voice for
the Jewish communities in the Midwest and
around the world.

———

CONGRATULATING 2013 HONOREES
OF THE TOLEDO AFRICAN AMER-
ICAN LEGACY PROJECT

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate fifteen individuals who were re-
cently recognized for outstanding achievement
by the Toledo African American Legacy
Project. The Toledo African American Legacy
Project is dedicated to bringing together peo-
ple to document and preserve the history of
Northwest Ohio’s African American commu-
nities and to celebrate their impact and influ-
ence upon Toledo and the greater world com-
munity. The organization honored six people,
as well as two posthumously and eight up-
and-coming residents during its ninth annual
celebration.

The six people receiving honors this year
were: Myra Waters, who graduated from Tole-
do’s Libbey High School and is now the Direc-
tor of the Counseling Center and Adjunct Fac-
ulty Member at the University of Baltimore.
Samuel L. Price, a Scott High School grad-
uate, is a respected businessman and res-
taurateur. Joseph Sommerville is a Professor
Emeritus in the University of Toledo’s College
of Education. Lola Glover is a champion for
our region’s marginalized residents and found-
er of the Coalition for Quality Education. Dr.
Crystal Ellis, a Springfield High School grad-
uate, is an educator who became the first Afri-
can-American superintendent of the Toledo
Public Schools. Wilma Brown, also a graduate
of Toledo’s Scott High School and the first Af-
rican-American to become president of the To-
ledo City Council, served the citizens of To-
ledo in elected office.

The Toledo African American Legacy
Project also posthumously recognized Daniel
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Mack, who owned and operated the highly re-
garded Candlelight Café and Robert Powell
who owned Toledo’s iconic Powell’s Beauty
and Barbershop.

In addition to honoring current leaders from
northwest Ohio’s African American community,
the Toledo African American Legacy Project
also highlights young, emerging African Amer-
ican leaders from the region. This year, eight
people were recognized for their efforts:
Kenyetta Jones an autoworker from Toledo
who last year introduced President Obama in
Ohio and later addressed the Democratic Na-
tional Convention; Alicia Smith, an educational
coordinator at Toledo’s Padua Center; Hope
Bland, a field instructor at the University of To-
ledo and Wayne State University School of
Social Work; Merdia Allen, Associate Director
of the Office of EXCELlence and Multicultural
Student Success programs and part-time in-
structor at the University of Toledo; Joshua
Peterson, an associate at Eastman & Smith
Attorneys at Law; William Pierce, Interim Di-
rector of Undergraduate Admission at the Uni-
versity of Toledo; Rodney Eason, Jr., Director
of Human Resources at The Andersons; and
Keith Jordan, President of the Toledo Board of
Community Relations.

| join our community in congratulating this
year's African American Legacy Project hon-
orees. Each person’s contributions have made
us stronger and bettered the lives of many in
our region. We salute the efforts of each hon-
oree.

————

IN MEMORY OF FIRST LIEUTEN-
ANT JENNIFER MORENO AND
HER SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of First Lieutenant Jennifer Moreno
who died on October 6, 2013 in Kandahar
Province, Afghanistan. Lieutenant Moreno died
of injuries sustained when an improvised ex-
plosive device detonated near her dismounted
patrol. Lieutenant Moreno was a member of
the Cultural Support Team supporting a Joint
Special Operations Task Force for the U.S.
Army Special Operations Command. Born and
raised in San Diego, Lieutenant Moreno grad-
uated from San Diego High School and went
on to receive a bachelor degree in Nursing
from the University of San Francisco. She was
commissioned to the U.S. Army as a Nurse
Corps Officer where she served as a Clinical
Staff Nurse on a medical surgical unit. The
Commander of the Ranger battalion, Lt. Col
Patrick Ellis, said: “She was a talented mem-
ber of our team who lost her life while serving
her country in one of the most dangerous en-
vironments in the world. Her bravery and self-
sacrifice were in keeping with the highest tra-
ditions of the 75th Ranger Regiment.” Her
awards and decorations are numerous, includ-
ing being awarded the Bronze Star post-
humously. Mr. Speaker, | know we all extend
our deepest condolences to her family and
friends who have suffered this tragic loss. Her
loved ones will continue to be in our thoughts
and prayers.
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HONORING RONALD D. MCcCINROY
AND THE NORTHEASTERN ILLI-
NOIS FEDERATION OF LABOR,
AFL-CIO

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Ronald D. Mclnroy, Director of
the United Auto Workers (UAW) Region 4, on
being named the Northeastern lllinois Federa-
tion of Labor’s Person of the Year, and also to
recognize the positive impact and advocacy of
the Northeastern lllinois Federation of Labor,
AFL-CIO.

Director MclInroy was elected in 2010 by his
peers to lead UAW Region 4, which includes
many of the Great Lakes and Great Plains
states. He was chosen on the basis of more
than 30 years of active membership and lead-
ership in the union. From his earliest affiliation
with UAW, dating back to his membership in
Local 838 as a John Deere employee, Director
Mclnroy has been a strong and effective advo-
cate for his fellow workers and his union.

Today, Director MclInroy services more than
180 locals and 200 collective bargaining
agreements within Region 4. The Region is
committed to maintaining and strengthening
the system of checks and balances that has
defined our economy following the labor
movement, empowering both employers and
employees to create the most dynamic and
productive economy the world has ever
known.

Through more than classic advocacy, Re-
gion 4 and Director Mclnroy have dem-
onstrated a commitment to improving the lives
of its members and their families. Region 4 is
the country’s only UAW Region with a free-
standing education center, which | am proud
to say is in my great state of lllinois.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to congratulate
Director Mclnroy for receiving this great honor,
and | would also like to recognize the entire
Northeastern lllinois Federation of Labor for
the outstanding and important work it does. In
a democratic society, the interests and views
of all people must be heard and considered.
The Northeastern lllinois Federation of Labor
works tirelessly to improve the lives of working
families and ensure their voices are heard
loud and clear. | thank the members of the
Northeastern lllinois Federation of Labor for
their advocacy, for their dedication, and most
of all, for the good they have done on behalf
of working people everywhere.

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRA-
TION CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS RESOLUTION, 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 9, 2013

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, once again
we are considering a piecemeal bill to fund
just one part of the federal government while
ignoring every other priority. Speaker BOEH-
NER continues to prevent this House from
working its will and passing a clean CR that
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would open the FAA and every other agency
in our government. That is undemocratic and,
in the face of increasing negative impacts from
this government shutdown, unsustainable.

Of course we all want the Federal Aviation
Administration to open. But there are many
more transportation safety programs that the
House Republican leadership is ignoring by
failing to bring a clean CR to the Floor. Just
this weekend, there was a terrible accident
during track work on the DC metro system.
But 95 percent of the National Transportation
Safety Board's employees are furloughed, so
they can’t investigate. 94 percent of the Fed-
eral Transit Administration’s employees are
furloughed, preventing them from fully imple-
menting the new safety oversight responsibil-
ities that so many of us worked hard to in-
clude in MAP-21. The National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration has had to suspend
investigations into safety defects in cars.

We need all of our transportation systems to
be safe. Let’s vote on a clean CR today and
put all federal employees back to work.

————

A TRIBUTE TO DR. ARNOLD L.
MITCHEM

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Arnold L. Mitchem, the founding
president of the Council for Opportunity in
Education. On October 1, 2013, Dr. Arnold L.
Mitchem stepped down and assumed the posi-
tion of President Emeritus.

Dr. Mitchem has been a voice for low-in-
come, first-generation students, individuals
with disabilities, adult learners, and veterans
throughout his entire career. The mission of
the Council for Opportunity in Education
(COE) is to advance and defend the ideal of
equal educational opportunity in postsec-
ondary education. COE is the core advocacy
and professional group for the federal TRIO
programs, which consist of nearly 2,800 feder-
ally funded college opportunity programs at
more than 1,000 colleges and universities na-
tionwide.

Dr. Mitchem’s knowledge of grassroots or-
ganizing and understanding of the political
landscape at the local, national, and inter-
national level has propelled COE to become
the “voice for college opportunity.” He intro-
duced the concept of “first-generation stu-
dents” through his Congressional testimony in
the late 1970s—and the term was incor-
porated into the Education Amendments of
1980. Dr. Mitchem has testified before Con-
gress more than a dozen times to share his
expertise on education reform, the importance
of a quality education, and student loan
issues.

Dr. Mitchem is a member of the Executive
Committee of the European Access Network
and serves on the Board of Trustees for Mar-
quette University. He is a former trustee of the
College Board; past president of the Com-
mittee for Education Funding, a Washington,
D.C.-based coalition of national education as-
sociations; and served on INROADS, Inc.’s
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first national board. Dr. Mitchem is also the re-
cipient of both the 2013 Award for Advocacy
of Independent Higher Education from the Na-
tional Association of Independent Colleges
and Universities and the Hispanic Association
of Colleges and Universities’ Award of Excel-
lence (2013).

Because of his tireless advocacy for under-
represented students, Dr. Mitchem was award-
ed a Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Hispanic Association of Colleges and Univer-
sities, and honorary doctorates from 10 univer-
sities. His writing has appeared in The Wash-
ington Post, The New York Times, The Chron-
icle of Higher Education, Forbes.com, The
Huffington Post, and numerous other print and
online publications.

Dr. Mitchem began his career on the history
faculty at Marquette University, where he was
later named director of Marquette’s Edu-
cational Opportunity Program. Dr. Mitchem
served in that role until 1986, when he moved
to Washington, D.C. to assume the presidency
of the Council for Opportunity in Education. He
holds a bachelor’'s degree from the University
of Southern Colorado, did graduate work in
European history as a Woodrow Wilson Fellow
at the University of Wisconsin, and earned a
Ph.D. in foundations of education from Mar-
quette University.

Mr. Speaker | am honored to recognize Dr.
Mitchem for all he has done to improve the life
outcomes of disadvantaged students. He has
left an indelible mark in the lives of so many,
including my own. | feel blessed to call him my
mentor and my friend.

COMBAT PAPER PROJECT

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. GIBSON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the incredible work done by the
Combat Paper Project in California, New York,
New Jersey and across the globe in helping
combat veterans transition into civilian life.

Having served 24 years in the United States
Army, one of my most profound responsibil-
ities as a commander was to help my troopers
readjust when we returned home from combat
deployments and assist in their transition to ci-
vilian life after leaving the Army. Since retiring
from the Army and becoming a United States
Congressman, | have been proud to support
the countless public and private sector groups,
businesses, organizations, and individuals who
are also dedicated to this mission of assisting
our veterans.

The Combat Paper Project is an outstanding
example of this effort. Founded by artist and
papermaker Drew Matott and Irag War veteran
Drew Cameron, this organization seeks to as-
sist in the veteran’s transition by turning the
uniform of the soldier, sailor, airman, or Ma-
rine into a piece of unique art. Notably, this is
a collaborative process with the veteran help-
ing to make the transition, breaking down the
uniform and personally turning it into a unique
piece of art that captures their own interests or
life experiences, made up of the fabric in
which they served their country.
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| recognize the difficulty in finding ways to
acclimate our uniformed men and women
back to. civilian life. Combat Paper is a unique
way to do so and | thank its founders, sup-
porters, and participants for its success to
date. | wish this organization continued suc-
cess and | and my colleagues in Congress will
continue to work alongside them in repaying
these men and women who have sacrificed so
much.

ROSIE THE RIVETER

HON. CORY GARDNER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, seventy years
ago this year, an iconic image of American
strength, perseverance and sacrifice splashed
across the front page of The Saturday
Evening Post. The cover soon found its way to
immortality, embedded by Norman Rockwell
into the spirit of America. As much message
as art, it featured a strong armed, can-do,
hard working warrior in laborers clothes. It was
the symbol of a nation’s fierce determination,
a reminder that every ounce of American life
and family was mobilized in war. Seventy
years ago, America met Rosie the Riveter.

But the introduction wasn’t really needed.
We already knew her. The cover was at long
last recognition of what had happened all
around America. A showing of homefront
strength that had already sent so many sons
and daughters to war.

When | was growing up, my Grandma told
stories of how, in the early 1940’s, she and
her husband left Colorado in desparate search
of work. Leaving the landlocked high plains
and heading west to the shipyards of Oregon
in a beat up old car, she and Grandpa left be-
hind generations of family and familiarity. To
pay for the trip’s final-stretch tank of gas they
sold the headlight off the car somewhere in
Idaho, eventually finding work in Portland.
There, Grandma became a welder, building
liberty ships and making the machines of war
and commerce.

They lived in a one room apartment above
a grocery store, their only meal a daily serving
of Dinty-Moore stew prepared in a kitchen that
consisted of an electric burner. Grandma can-
not look at that red stew can to this day.

In Oregon, a lady from the plains of Colo-
rado learned to weld on the deck of a ship in
drydock. There, drawing a bead with sparks
flying, heat and sweat, smoke and steel filling
the air, she went off to war. Nearly dying after
falling from the top deck of a ship to the deck
below, she became an equal partner in the
fight for our nation’s freedom. She and her co-
workers never sought recognition, but a future.
And Rosie the Riveter spoke for them all.

Decades later, she would share her welding
skills with her astonished grandson’s, staring
wide-eyed as Grandma showed us up.

Everyday we come face to face with the
blessings of our great nation, made possible
not by men, but by all. Seventy years ago,
Rosie helped America welcome my Grandma,
and women across the country, in the fight for
freedom.

So to let us give thanks to her, Rosie, and
everyone like her who pioneered the way.
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IN RECOGNITION OF RUBY'’S
PLACE

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the tenacious and coura-
geous survivors of domestic violence as we
observe Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
In particular, | would like to recognize a spe-
cial organization in my district that makes life
possible again for these survivors and their
families.

Ruby’s Place in Hayward, formally known as
the Emergency Shelter Program, has helped
hundreds of survivors throughout my district
and across the East Bay. It is more than just
a support system, it has proven to be a lifeline
for so many in need.

The organization’s namesake, Ruby, a sur-
vivor, serves as a beacon of hope to many
who have faced the pain of abuse by some-
one they love.

Domestic violence impacts so many lives.
While the wounds may heal, scars are left be-
hind. Domestic violence affects the whole fam-
ily and, sadly, all of our communities. Support
services and resources are crucial to the sur-
vival of many of these individuals. That is why
we are so fortunate to have Ruby’s Place.

Domestic violence must stop, and with
strong, courageous, and passionate advocates
like those who grace Ruby’s Place, | know
that message is being heard loud and clear.
Change will come if we all take a stand to-
gether.

| offer Ruby’s Place my heartfelt gratitude
and my support as it continues to provide crit-
ical services to my constituents and people
throughout the East Bay.

———

COMMEMORATING TAIWAN’S 102ND
DOUBLE TEN DAY

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today, Octo-
ber 10, Taiwan celebrates their National Day.
This is Taiwan’s 102nd anniversary and it is
known as Double Ten day because it occurs
on the tenth day of the tenth month. Their na-
tional birthday, they celebrate it with the same
passion and pride with which Americans mark
the Fourth of July.

Taiwan has many reasons to celebrate their
nation’s history. Our friends in Southeast Asia
excel in a number of areas, one of the most
important being their national healthcare sys-
tem. Taiwan has an effective single payer sys-
tem, the National Health Insurance Program
(NHI), which provides healthcare for virtually
all Taiwanese citizens.

| have been fighting for a similar program in
the United States of America for the last 10
years. In February, | reintroduced H.R. 676,
“The Expanded and Improved Medicare For
All Act,” which would create a similar program
of high quality coverage for all Americans.

Taiwan also has a leading education sys-
tem, which reflects the important investments
that the nation has made in their children’s fu-
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tures. | too hope that Americans can learn
from their example, and begin to invest simi-
larly in the talents and capacity of our next
generation.

| congratulate my friends across the Pacific,
and | wish them a very happy 102nd Double
Ten Day. May they have as much to celebrate
next year as they have today.

————

LETTER TO NASA CLARIFYING
CONGRESSIONAL RESTRICTIONS
ON BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH
CHINA

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | submit a letter |
sent to NASA Administrator Charles Bolden on
Tuesday clarifying the statutory restrictions on
bilateral cooperation with China, which were
misrepresented by NASA Ames Research
Center staff and reported in a recent article in
the Guardian newspaper. | expect NASA to
immediately correct the record on its policies
and await a response from Administrator Bold-
en.
In the letter, | also raised the rationale for
congressional restrictions on additional col-
laboration with the Chinese government, in-
cluding its abhorrent record on human rights
abuses and its continued cyberattacks, espio-
nage campaigns and development of space
weapons to use against the U.S.

| also challenged Nobel Prize nominee Dr.
Geoff Marcy, who made public comments dis-
paraging statutory and NASA policies, to ad-
vocate for the 2010 Nobel Prize winner Liu
Xiaobo, a Chinese dissident who has been
jailed by Beijing since 2009, saying “It's an
ethical breach that is unacceptable. You have
to draw the line.”

Will Dr. Marcy similarly “draw the line” re-
garding China’s deplorable human rights
record and join the Nobel Committee in speak-
ing out for Liu Xiaobo? The Nobel Committee
took the unprecedented step of holding Liu
Xiaobo’s ceremony with an empty chair on
stage because he and his wife were not al-
lowed to leave China to receive the award.
Whether Dr. Marcy receives the award or
not—and | hope he does—he and the other
Nobel nominees should speak out for Liu
Xiaobo. This will be a real test for the science
community.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OCTOBER 8, 2013.
Administrator CHARLES F. BOLDEN, JR.,
NASA,
Washington DC.

DEAR ADMINISTRATOR BOLDEN: Earlier this
year, I invited you to meet with an impres-
sive group of Chinese human rights activists
in my office. I appreciated your willingness
to sit with them and hear their stories. As
you witnessed, to a person, each loved their
country and were rightly proud of their her-
itage. But all sought fundamental change.
They longed to live in a land where they
could worship freely, speak openly and enjoy
the basic protections of a constitution
grounded in rule of law.

Their quarrel—and mine—is with the thin
layer of leadership at the helm of the Chi-
nese communist party that rules by fear and
oppression. China’s repression knows no
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boundaries: the government has been a
major arms supplier and source of economic
strength to the regime in Khartoum, Sudan,
headed by an internationally indicted war
criminal and architect of the genocide in
Darfur. The Chinese people know that such
leadership is destined for the ash heap of his-
tory, and they long for the U.S. government,
to find common cause with the Chinese peo-
ple not with those who persecute them.

Few in Congress have done more to advo-
cate for the Chinese people than me.

As co-chairman of the House’s bipartisan
Human Rights Commission, I have worked
closely with many victims of repression. I
have spent hours with countless Chinese dis-
sidents ranging from legal advocate Chen
Guangcheng, who escaped from house arrest
seeking asylum in the U.S. embassy, to
Uyghur Muslim activist Rebiya Kadeer, her-
self a political dissident, to house church
pastor and advocate Bob Fu, to former laogai
prisoner Harry Wu. I have traveled to China
to meet with human rights and religious
freedom activists oppressed by Beijing. In
1997, I slipped into Tibet with a trekking
group to meet with Buddhist monks and
nuns living under the repressive watch of
Chinese security agents. They showed me
forbidden pictures of the Dalai Lama. In 2008,
I returned to China the week before the start
of the Olympics to meet with a group of ac-
tivists and pastors—all but one was arrested
on their way to the meeting.

The Chinese people are good people who
yearn for freedom and the same universal
human rights that we in the West enjoy, in-
cluding freedom of speech and religion. In
contrast, the Chinese government is fun-
damentally corrupt and systematically
abuses the basic human rights of its own
people. We only need to ask the Catholic
bishop under house arrest, the house church
pastor languishing in prison, the Tibetan
monk willing to set himself aflame in des-
peration at the abuses suffered by his people
to know this is true.

Consider that at the same time that the
2010 Nobel Prize recipient Liu Xiaobo, a Chi-
nese dissident, was jailed, the 2009 Nobel
Prize winner, President Obama, was hosting
a state dinner for Chinese premier Hu
Jintao. No such welcome was afforded to the
Dalai Lama during his first visit to Wash-
ington during Obama’s presidency. Much like
Solzhenitsyn before him the Dalai Lama was
denied an audience with the president be-
cause the White House didn’t want to there
to be any impact on the president’s trip to
Beijing the next month.

These events, coupled with former Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton’s comments
during an early visit to Asia, in which she fa-
mously said that U.S concern with human
rights issues in China ‘‘can’t interfere with
the global economic crisis, the global cli-
mate change crisis, and the security crisis,”
have sadly set the tone for this administra-
tion. Too often, the Obama Administration
has willfully turned a blind eye towards
human rights abuses as well as systemic
Internet censorship, crackdowns on free
speech and protestors and prolific theft of in-
tellectual property all in the name of cur-
rying favor with the Chinese government.

In light of these realities, I have supported
efforts to limit new collaboration with China
until we see improvements in its human
rights record, as well as a reduction in its
well documented cyberattacks and espionage
efforts against the U.S. My record on this
has been clear and well publicized, especially
with regard to language I have included in
legislation affecting NASA and other agen-
cies. However, I was concerned to read an Oc-
tober 4 article in The Guardian that reported
on poor guidance about these policies with
regard to restrictions on Chinese nationals
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attending a conference next month at NASA
Ames Research Center. Unfortunately, the
article is riddled with inaccuracies, as is, it
appears, the guidance provided by NASA
Ames staff to the attendees.

According to the article: ‘“Chinese appli-
cants were told they could not attend the
conference in an email sent by Mark
Messersmith, a Kepler project specialist at
Nasa Ames. ‘Unfortunately . . . federal legis-
lation passed last March forbids us from
hosting any citizens of the People’s Republic
of China at a conference held at facilities of
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration. Regarding those who are already
working at other institutions in the US, due
to security issues resulting from recent Con-
gressional actions, they are under the same
constraints’ according to the email, seen by
the Guardian.”

As you know, the congressional provision—
which has been in place since early 2011—pri-
marily restricts bilateral, not multilateral,
meetings and activities with the Communist
Chinese government or Chinese-owned com-
panies. It places no restrictions on activities
involving individual Chinese nationals un-
less those nationals are acting as official
representatives of the Chinese government.
As such, the email from NASA Ames
mischaracterizes the law and is inaccurate.

I believe what Mr. Messersmith may have
been referring to was a temporary restric-
tion on Chinese nationals that you put in
place earlier this year after serious security
protocol flaws were brought to your atten-
tion by some in Congress, including me, spe-
cifically regarding violations at Ames and
Langley Research Center. You indicated at
the time that security policies for foreign
nationals for particular countries of concern
would be reevaluated and new accreditations
would not be approved until the security
process was vetted. However, any restriction
against Chinese nationals on NASA centers
is entirely an agency policy and not covered
under the statutory restriction. Further-
more, it was my understanding that NASA’s
temporary restrictions had been lifted after
a review of security protocols for foreign na-
tionals at all NASA centers.

As you know, NASA’s inspector general re-
cently produced a report documenting the
serious failures in the security process that
led to violations involving a Chinese na-
tional at NASA’s Langley Research Center. I
hope a copy of this report will soon be made
public. For these reasons, I supported
NASA’s policies that were put in place ear-
lier this year to ensure that these security
flaws had been dealt with. I continue to sup-
port every effort you deem appropriate to en-
sure that NASA centers are fully compliant
with laws and regulations governing secu-
rity.

However, it is clear the NASA Ames guid-
ance provided to conference attendees was
inaccurate and not reflective of the statu-
tory restrictions enacted by Congress. NASA
headquarters needs to send updated guidance
to both the conference attendees and to the
press to correct this misconception.

That said, I was struck by comments from
individuals quoted in the Guardian article
who indicated their intent to boycott this
conference. How many of these same people
are all too willing to participate in science
conferences in China that are hosted and
paid for by the autocratic Chinese govern-
ment, with its clear and undisputed record of
abuses and censorship? Which begs the ques-
tion, where then was their righteous out-
rage?

According to the article, ‘“‘Geoff Marcy, an
astronomy professor at the University of
California, Berkeley, who has been tipped to
win a Nobel prize for his pioneering work on
exoplanets, or planets outside the solar sys-
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tem, called the ban ‘completely shameful
and unethical.” In an email sent to the con-
ference organizers, Marcy said: ‘In good con-
science, I cannot attend a meeting that dis-
criminates in this way. The meeting is about
planets located trillions of miles away, with
no national security implications,” he wrote.
‘It is completely unethical for the United
States of America to exclude certain coun-
tries from pure science research,” Marcy told
the Guardian. ‘It’s an ethical breach that is
unacceptable. You have to draw the line.””’

Again, while the conference guidance pro-
vided by Ames was inaccurate, I hope Dr.
Marcy will draw a similar line when it comes
to cooperation with Chinese government
funded agencies and programs due to their
systemic human rights abuses. In fact, as a
Nobel nominee himself, has he publicly advo-
cated for the 2010 Nobel Prize recipient Liu
Xiaobo who to this day languishes in Chinese
detention?

In the powerful words of the Nobel Com-
mittee which asserted, in awarding the prize
to Liu, that ‘“‘there is a close connection be-
tween human rights and peace .. .” The
Committee continued, ‘‘The campaign to es-
tablish universal human rights also in China
is being waged by many Chinese, both in
China itself and abroad. Through the severe
punishment meted out to him, Liu has be-
come the foremost symbol of this wide-rang-
ing struggle for human rights in China.” Will
the international science community stand
with those who are struggling for human
rights in China? Will they take a similarly
public stand against the ‘‘shameful” and
“‘unethical” activities of the Chinese govern-
ment which our own State Department char-
acterizes as an ‘‘authoritarian state’ which
routinely engages in ‘‘repression and coer-
cion” and resorts to ‘‘extralegal measures
such as enforced disappearance, ‘soft deten-
tion,” and strict house arrest, including
house arrest of family members, to prevent
the public voicing of independent opinions’’?

Given the attention raised in the Guardian
article about the statutory restrictions on
bilateral relations with the Chinese govern-
ment, it is worth recalling why the Congress
has deemed it appropriate to put these provi-
sions in statute since 2011. In addition to the
myriad human rights and religious freedom
abuses described above, there are serious
concerns about widespread espionage against
the U.S., including NASA, as well as recent
developments in China’s space warfare pro-
gram.

Over the last year, there has been much
discussion about the unprecedented espio-
nage campaign run by the People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) against the U.S. govern-
ment—including NASA—and industry. The
director of National Security Agency re-
cently described Chinese espionage of U.S.
technology as ‘‘the greatest transfer of
wealth in history.”

Other senior U.S. military and intelligence
officials have become increasingly vocal
about their concerns about the scope of Chi-
nese espionage and cyberattacks. Defense In-
telligence Agency chief General Ron Burgess
testified last year that ‘‘China has used its
intelligence services to gather information
via a significant network of agents and con-
tacts using a variety of methods . . . In re-
cent years, multiple cases of economic espio-
nage and theft of dual-use and military tech-
nology have uncovered pervasive Chinese
collection efforts.”

The evidence of prolific Chinese
cyperattacks and espionage have become in-
creasingly clear with the release of the
Mandiant report in February as well as the
newspapers that have come forward to report
targeted attacks from China based on report-
ing critical of the Chinese government.
Then, in April, Verizon released its annual
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cyber report which found that ‘96 percent of
recorded, state-affiliated attacks targeting
business’ trade secrets and other intellectual
property in 2012 could be traced to Chinese
hackers.” These are just the latest reports in
a series of official documents that have built
a damning case against Chinese cyber espio-
nage against the U.S. government and indus-
try.

In late 2011, the Office of the National
Counterintelligence Executive released a re-
port for foreign spies in the U.S. Not surpris-
ingly, much of the report focused on China’s
espionage operations. According to the re-
port, Chinese espionage efforts ‘‘combine col-
lection of open source information, [human
intelligence], signals intelligence, and cyber
operations’ to ‘‘develop a competitive edge
over the United States.”” The report also ex-
plicitly notes that China views itself as a
“‘strategic competitor’ of the U.S. and is one
of the ‘“‘most aggressive collectors of U.S.
economic information and technology.”’

It is particularly notable that the presi-
dent’s strategy on mitigating the theft of
U.S. intellectual property specifically sin-
gled out core technologies that NASA devel-
ops, including ‘‘unmanned aerial vehicles,
and other aerospace/aeronautic tech-
nologies” and ‘‘civilian and dual-use tech-
nologies in sectors likely to experience fast
growth’ as information of the greatest inter-
est to Chinese espionage.

In response to the public attention to the
Chinese espionage threat, earlier this year
the White House released a white paper de-
tailing its strategy to mitigate the theft of
trade secrets. Notably, of the 19 trade secret
espionage cases that have been brought
under this administration, 16 of the 19 cases
involved Chinese nationals spying for Chi-
nese institutions. That’s 85 percent of all
DOJ espionage cases that have involved Chi-
nese espionage.

At the same time, the PLA—which runs
China’s space program—is developing space
weapons to use against U.S. satellites. Ac-
cording to a recent article from respected
national security reporter Bill Gertz, ‘‘China
last week conducted a test of a maneuvering
satellite that captured another satellite in
space during what Pentagon officials say was
a significant step forward for Beijing’s space
warfare program. The satellite capture took
place last week and involved one of three
small satellites fitted with a mechanical arm
that were launched July 20 as part of a cov-
ert anti-satellite weapons development pro-
gram, said U.S. officials familiar with re-
ports of the test.”

The article continued: ‘‘The official said
the satellites are part of China’s ‘Star Wars’
space weapon program that has been largely
ignored by the Obama administration over
concerns that pressing China to explain its
space weapons program would upset U.S.-
China relations. The ASAT program is a
‘real concern for U.S. national defense,” the
official said.”

There is good reason Congress is concerned
about providing the Communist Chinese gov-
ernment with additional opportunities to
work with the U.S. on space given their con-
tinued cyberattacks, espionage campaigns
and development of space weapons to use
against the U.S.

Returning to Ames, the misrepresentation
of NASA policy quoted in the Guardian arti-
cle is the latest in a series of questionable
actions taken by the Ames center leadership
that have resulted in criminal investigations
of export violations and inspector general re-
views of illegitimate contracts issued by the
center. I believe the center has become a
rat’s nest of inappropriate and possibly ille-
gal activities that appear to have occurred
with the concurrence of the center’s leader-
ship.
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In one troubling example, last month, The
Wall Street Journal reported on a Space Act
Agreement between Ames and Google’s ex-
ecutives to use taxpayer-subsidized airplane
fuel intended for military aircraft for per-
sonal travel by Google’s leadership. A dubi-
ous scientific data collection scheme appears
to have been developed as an excuse for this
preferential treatment for these executives.

According to the article, ‘“The main jets in
the fleet—a Boeing 767, Boeing 757 and four
Gulfstream V’s—have departed from Moffett
a total of 710 times since 2007, FAA records
show. The most frequent destinations were
Los Angeles and New York, but the planes
also flew 20 times to the Caribbean island of
Tortola; 17 to Hawaii; 16 to Nantucket,
Mass.; and 15 to Tahiti.” It would be difficult
for anyone to make the case that these tax-
payer-subsidized trips provided any credible
scientific value to NASA.

The article continued: ‘“In total, [the
Google aircraft holding company] has bought
2.3 million gallons of jet fuel since early 2009,
according to Pentagon records viewed by The
Wall Street Journal, paying an average $3.19
per gallon. ‘I don’t see how in the hell any-
body can buy it that cheap,’ said Fred Fitts,
president of the Corporate Aircraft Associa-
tion, a nonprofit that negotiates discounted
jet-fuel prices for 1,600 corporate flight de-
partments at airports around the U.S. Mr.
Fitts provided figures showing that CAA
members paid an average of $4.35 a gallon
across the U.S. over that period.”

Although the article noted that this ar-
rangement was recently terminated, the fact
that Ames leadership approved this sweet-
heart deal for the Google executives and al-
lowed it to continue for six years knowing
that there was no serious scientific merit is
unacceptable.

In addition to this troubling relationship, I
also have been outspoken about my concerns
that a number of Ames staff were inves-
tigated for a number of years by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the NASA Of-
fice of the Inspector General and other law
enforcement agencies relating to the alleged
illegal transfer of ITAR-controlled tech-
nology by individuals at the NASA Ames Re-
search Center. It is my understanding that
this illegal technology transfer may have in-
volved classified Defense Department weap-
ons system technology to foreign countries.

According to whistleblowers that con-
tacted Congress, large numbers of foreign na-
tionals were invited to work at NASA Ames
over the last six years and that federal infor-
mation and physical security safeguards may
not have been used or may have explicitly
been ignored on multiple occasions. Addi-
tionally, my colleagues and I were informed
that Ames staff may have traveled to foreign
conferences and disseminated information
about ITAR-controlled technologies in pub-
lic forums, with Chinese and other foreign
officials present.

In correspondence that I have seen, the
FBI believed it had a solid case that was
ready for prosecution and referred it to the
U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of
California. However, after a series of unex-
plained delays and the removal of at least
one assistant U.S. attorney working the
case, the charges ran up against the statute
of limitations, and the first charge expired
on December 15, 2012. The case was ulti-
mately declined by the Justice Department
for reasons that have never been explained to
the Congress or federal law enforcement. I
believe these inexplicable delays and ulti-
mate declination was a product of
politicization within the Justice Depart-
ment, and I have included language in the
FY 2014 Commerce-Justice-Science Appro-
priations bill further addressing this matter.

Nonetheless, it appears that federal law en-
forcement felt there was a solid case against
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certain Ames staff members involving export
violations. Yet there has been no account-
ability at Ames for these alleged criminal
violations. This is inexcusable.

Again, I hope you quickly correct the
record and take appropriate action to inform
the conference participants of NASA’s actual
policy regarding foreign visitors. I look for-
ward to your prompt response.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,
FRANK R. WOLF,
Member of Congress.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF DEAN
AND JEAN NICHOLSON

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dean and Jean Nicholson for their
years of dedication and service to their com-
munity. Sanger, California is a better place
today because of the Nicholsons’ positive in-
fluence and compassion.

Dean and Jean met at Nebraska State
Teachers College in Kearney, Nebraska. Dean
was raised in Superior, and Jean grew up in
Fairbury. In 1941, Dean joined the United
States Military, and served in the Army for two
years. After Dean completed his service, the
Nicholsons moved to Sanger.

Dean was hired at Sanger High School, and
taught algebra, geometry, and trigonometry for
38 years. Students and faculty admired Dean
and his ability to teach, and for 20 years he
served as Chairman for the Math Department.
When Dean was not in the classroom, he
could be found on the court. He was the head
varsity basketball coach for 23 years. For five
of those years, he led his teams to the cham-
pionship. Dean also coached varsity golf and
tennis. In addition to his notable career at
Sanger High School, Dean also taught ad-
vanced algebra and trigonometry for 42 years
at Fresno City College. Coach Nicholson had
thousands of students in his classroom during
his long career as a teacher and he had a
profound influence on all of them.

Dean and Jean raised three children: Bob,
Cindy, and Tom; and they have six grand-
children. Jean was a stay-at-home mom with
three children, but most would agree that she
was a mother to countless individuals through-
out the community. Her kind and loving char-
acter makes it easy for people to go to her
when they need to hear caring words or sound
advice. Family and friends who are close to
the couple often say that, “you can hardly say
Dean without Jean.” They are an amazing
team who exemplify the meaning of true love.

Teaching and coaching have always been
important aspects of Dean and Jean’s lives
but above everything else is their faith. Since
1954, they have been members of the Pres-
byterian Church of Sanger. For 20 years,
Dean and Jean played a prominent role in the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and for the
last several decades they have both taught
Sunday school. Dean and Jean have posi-
tively impacted the lives of hundreds of stu-
dents with their guidance and leadership.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Dean and Jean Nicholson for
their years of service to the community that
they love so dearly.
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RECOGNIZING THE POSITIVE COM-
MUNITY IMPACT OF PADS LAKE
COUNTY AND WISHING CON-
GRATULATIONS ON THE OPEN-
ING OF ITS NEW FAMILY CEN-
TER

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate PADS Lake County on the
grand opening of its new Family Center and to
recognize the incredible impact PADS has on
our local community.

PADS has been battling homelessness in
Lake County, lllinois for more than 25 years,
and in that time, they have offered a hand up
and a path forward to countless individuals
and families who fell on hard times. PADS’
mission can be summed up simply by their
guiding phrase: “Helping the Homeless Find a
Way.”

Through a broad variety of services, includ-
ing those specifically for veterans, families and
children, PADS Lake County not only offers
temporary support and shelter, but helps guide
their clients to a long-term, positive path for-
ward.

With the opening of this new Family Center,
PADS will be able to reach even more people
who are suffering from homelessness, particu-
larly important just a few years removed from
one of this country’s most severe economic
meltdowns. Just last year, PADS saw a 20
percent increase in the services it was able to
offer.

Those numbers translate to real families
and real lives touched—improved. Since 2009,
PADS increased the number of individuals
served by 96 percent. There are people who
need the assistance PADS offers, and through
the heroic work of its staff, the commitment of
its volunteers and the generosity of its sup-
porters, PADS can reach further than ever.

This new Family Center will expand PADS’
reach in the area and create a refuge for even
more struggling families in the community.

PADS stands for Providing Advocacy, Dig-
nity and Shelter. Through their hard work, they
have achieved these aims, and through their
example, they have inspired the community.

| congratulate PADS Lake County on this
ribbon cutting, and | thank them, the entire
community thanks them, for the work they
have done and will do.

HONORING SENATOR ROD GRAMS

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor a friend and colleague, long time
Minnesota Senator Rod Grams, who passed
away Tuesday night losing his fight against
colon cancer.

Rod Grams and | came to Washington at
roughly the same time. He served on the
Banking and Finance committees while |
served on the Agriculture and Government
Operations committees.

Everyone knew Senator Grams as being a
conservative member of the Republican Party.
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He was often times juxtaposed against the
other Minnesota Senator, Paul Wellstone on
the extreme left. Early on we discovered that
we were both fiscal conservatives and almost
immediately found common ground on eco-
nomic issues.

Although conservative, Senator Grams was
always searching for common ground and had
a willingness to discuss his position with folks.
Known for his humble demeanor, Rod Grams
quickly became known for one of his greatest
achievements, the passage of a $500-per-
child income tax credit that he shepherded
through Congress and into law in 1997.

| was struck by his dedication to serving
others even in remote parts of the State. | re-
member during the 1997 floods in the Red
River Valley, although he showed up in a fine-
ly pressed suit and dress shoes, Senator
Grams quickly threw himself into the East
Grand Forks flood recovery, mud and all.
From that day on he had a constant presence
in my District and also realized he doesn’t
need to wear a suit everywhere.

Senator Grams was a distinguished public
servant and a true model of what serving
means. He knew when to hold the line and
when to work with others. He is a true exam-
ple of leadership. Senator Grams will be
missed in Minnesota politics and | extend my
deepest sympathies to the Senator's family
and friends.

IN HONOR OF SAUL LANDAU

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to a dear
friend who spent his life trying to educate peo-
ple about America’s role in the world in an ef-
fort to make that world a better place.

Saul Landau passed away last month at the
age of 77 after battling cancer for almost 2
years.

Saul was not only a very close friend of
mine and my wife Cynthia’s. He was a con-
stant mentor, educator, and agitator. He was
one of the smartest and hardest working peo-
ple | have had the pleasure of knowing, and
he was one of the funniest.

Saul will be remembered as an award win-
ning documentary filmmaker, an author, an in-
vestigator and a columnist. Upon his death,
his friends and colleagues and family were
treated to a collection of obituaries across the
country that paid tribute to his exhaustive body
of work, his infectious personality, and his
deep caring and passion for his country and
the world around it.

| am including here for my colleagues’ ben-
efit just two of those remarkable pieces so that
others may benefit from reading about this
one man’s extraordinary life.

To Saul’s family, | extend my sincere condo-
lences for their loss. But | offer to them as well
a deep appreciation from the halls of Con-
gress of the work and thought that Saul Lan-
dau contributed to our public debate.

One of the obituaries carries this quote from
Saul. “You want to do what you can while
you’re on this earth.” Saul should rest easy
knowing that he did that and more.

| will miss my friend.
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Following are obituaries that appeared in
the New York Times on September 11, 2013
and in the Los Angeles Times on September
13, 2013.

[From the New York Times, Sept. 11, 2013]

SAUL LANDAU, MAKER OF FILMS WITH
LEFTIST EDGE, DIES AT 77

(By Douglas Martin)

Saul Landau, a determinedly leftist docu-
mentary filmmaker and writer whose pas-
sion for asking what he called ‘‘the most in-
trusive questions’ yielded penetrating cine-
matic profiles of leaders like Fidel Castro
and Salvador Allende, died on Monday at his
home in Alameda, Calif. He was 77.

The cause was bladder cancer, his daughter
Julia Landau said.

Mr. Landau aspired to marshal art and lit-
erature to illuminate social and political
problems, and his point of view was almost
always apparent. In the 1980s, he wrote es-
says berating the administration of Ronald
Reagan for trying to depose the leftist gov-
ernment in Nicaragua, and recently he urged
the United States not to become involved in
Syria.

He said he saw no difference between docu-
mentary and fictional films. In both, he said,
a director manipulates light and sound to
put across a vision. ‘“‘One has to simulate re-
ality,” he said in 2005 in an interview with
The Capital Times in Madison, Wis. ‘“The
other one says, ‘Here’s reality,” whether it is
or isn’t.”

Mr. Landau emerged from the roiling New
Left politics of the 1960s to make more than
40 documentaries, including six about Mr.
Castro. One of them, ‘‘Fidel,” released in
1969, was a rare intimate look at the Cuban
leader. It shows him arguing with a finger-
wagging peasant woman, visiting his nursery
school and playing baseball and striking out.

‘I found Fidel a sympathetic figure and a
hell of a good actor,” Mr. Landau told The
Washington Post in 1982.

His most acclaimed film was ‘‘Paul Jacobs
and the Nuclear Gang,”’” which he directed
with Jack Willis in 1980. With cinematog-
raphy by Haskell Wexler, the documentary,
broadcast on PBS, told of the cover-up of
health hazards from a 1957 nuclear-bomb test
in Utah. The film won an Emmy Award and
a George Polk Award.

The title referred to Mr. Landau’s friend
Paul Jacobs, a journalist who died of can-
cer—believed to have been caused by radi-
ation exposure—before the film was com-
pleted.

Other films by Mr. Landau portray poverty
in big-city slums, the destruction of indige-
nous Mexican culture, the inner workings of
the C.I.A., torture in Brazil and life inside a
San Francisco jail. Most have a leftist polit-
ical edge that some saw as propagandistic,
but Mr. Landau characterized the films as
educational.

““All my films try to teach people without
preaching too hard,” he said. ‘‘I try not to be
too tendentious.”

Mr. Landau released two films relating to
Mr. Allende, the Chilean who had become
Latin America’s first democratically elected
socialist president the year before. One was
an interview with Mr. Allende.

The other film, ‘‘Que Hacer!” (1970)—the
title is a translation of the title of Lenin’s
book ‘“What Is to Be Done?’—is a fictional
movie, a playful spy story with music con-
cerning a C.I.A. case officer in Chile. There
are two casts: a Chilean one directed by Raul
Ruiz and an American one directed by Mr.
Landau and Nina Serrano, his wife at the
time. Country Joe McDonald performed and
produced the music. The film won awards at
film festivals in Cannes, Venice and Mann-
heim, Germany.
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Orlando Letelier, Chile’s ambassador to
the United States, invited Mr. Landau to
screen it at the Chilean Embassy in Wash-
ington, and they became friends. A few years
later, Gen. Augusto Pinochet overthrew the
Allende government and imprisoned Mr.
Letelier.

Mr. Landau worked with other inter-
national supporters to win Mr. Letelier’s re-
lease and to arrange a job for him at the In-
stitute for Policy Studies, a left-wing re-
search organization in Washington Mr. Lan-
dau had joined in 1972. In 1976, Pinochet
agents used a car bomb to kill Mr. Letelier
and another institute worker. In 1980, Mr.
Landau and John Dinges published a book
about the case, ‘‘Assassination on Embassy
Row,” documenting the Pinochet govern-
ment’s ties to the killings.

Mr. Landau was at least as prolific a writer
as he was a filmmaker. He wrote 14 books
and thousands of newspaper and magazine
articles and reviews.

Saul Irwin Landau was born on Jan. 15,
1936, a few blocks from Yankee Stadium in
the Bronx, and grew up playing stickball in
the streets. His father was a pharmacist who
had fled pogroms in Ukraine to come to New
York in 1920. His mother was a teacher.

As a youth, Mr. Landau once abandoned
school to hitchhike across America. When he
returned, his mother urged him to take the
test for the academically elite Stuyvesant
High School. He passed, and went on to per-
form brilliantly there.

The summer after he graduated, he met
Ms. Serrano at a camp in the Catskills,
where he was the fry cook and she the drama
teacher. Ms. Serrano, who became a pub-
lished poet, encouraged his interest in leftist
politics and a bohemian lifestyle, according
to their daughter Valerie Landau.

Ms. Serrano also accompanied Mr. Landau
when he went to the University of Wisconsin.
When a dean found out that they were living
together, he threatened to expel Mr. Landau
(Ms. Serrano was not a student then) if they
did not marry. They did.

At Wisconsin, Mr. Landau got involved in
a so-called Joe Must Go club, which advo-
cated the recall of Senator Joseph McCarthy
of Wisconsin over his demagogic attacks on
people he accused of being Communists.

After earning bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in history at Wisconsin, Mr. Landau
became a researcher for C. Wright Mills, the
sociologist, traveling with him to Western
Europe, the Soviet Union and Cuba.

Moving to Northern California with Ms.
Serrano, he worked toward a doctorate at
Stanford but did not complete the studies. In
San Francisco, they gravitated to the Beat
poets and the emerging New Left movement.
Mr. Landau joined Students for a Demo-
cratic Society and helped organize the leftist
magazines Ramparts and Mother Jones.

He also joined the San Francisco Mime
Troupe, for which he wrote, with R.G. Davis,
a parody of a minstrel show, ‘“A Minstrel
Show, or Civil Rights in a Cracker Barrel.”
Performers in the show, which satirized ra-
cial perceptions, appeared in blackface. The
show traveled to New York and elsewhere.

“Through the entire evening there is really
nothing to laugh at, no matter how funny it
is,” Richard F. Shepard wrote in The New
York Times. ‘‘There is the ominous theme of
what hypocrisy and oppression breed.”’

In 1966 Mr. Landau got a job as a reporter
at KQED-TV, San Francisco’s public tele-
vision station, and a year later went to Cuba
to make a news documentary. Mr. Castro
liked it, and invited Mr. Landau to return to
do an in-depth documentary about him. Mr.
Landau’s marriage to Ms. Serrano ended in
divorce. Besides his daughters Valerie and
Julia, he is survived by a son, Greg, and two
other daughters, Carmen and Marie; his sec-
ond wife, Rebecca Switzer; a sister, Beryl
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Landau; seven grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren.

“You want to do what you can while you’'re
on this earth,” Mr. Landau said in 2006.
“Otherwise the alternative is to go shop-
ping.”

This article has been revised to reflect the
following correction:

CORRECTION: SEPTEMBER 17, 2013

An obituary on Thursday about the docu-
mentary filmmaker Saul Landau omitted a
survivor. Besides his wife, children, grand-
children and great-grandchildren, Mr. Lan-
dau is survived by a sister, Beryl Landau.

This article has been revised to reflect the
following correction:

CORRECTION: SEPTEMBER 19, 2013

An obituary on Sept. 12 about the docu-
mentary filmmaker Saul Landau omitted a
writing credit for the San Francisco Mime
Troupe production ‘A Minstrel Show, or
Civil Rights in a Cracker Barrel.” It was
written by Mr. Landau and R. G. Davis, not
solely by Mr. Landau.

[From the Los Angeles Times, Sept. 13, 2013]

SAUL LANDAU DIES AT 77; LEFTIST WRITER
AND DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKER

SAUL LANDAU WAS BEST KNOWN FOR DOCUMEN-
TARIES, INCLUDING ‘FIDEL’ AND ‘PAUL JACOBS
AND THE NUCLEAR GANG,” WHICH WON A
GEORGE POLK AWARD

(By Daniel Miller)

Saul Landau, a leftist writer and
filmmaker best known for the documentaries
“Fidel” and ‘“‘Paul Jacobs and the Nuclear
Gang,” died Monday at his home in Alameda,
Calif. He was 77 and had bladder cancer.

His death was confirmed by John
Cavanagh, director of the Institute for Pol-
icy Studies, a Washington, D.C.-based think
tank where Landau had been a fellow since
1972.

In a prolific career that spanned nearly 50
years, Landau wrote 14 books, directed or
produced 10 film or television documen-
taries, and worked as an investigative jour-
nalist. His 1979 political documentary ‘‘Paul
Jacobs and the Nuclear Gang,”’” about the
coverup of health hazards associated with
atomic bomb testing in Nevada in the 1950s,
won the George Polk Award for best docu-
mentary in 1979. The filmmaker and his part-
ners—who included Oscar-winning cine-
matographer Haskell Wexler—also won an
Emmy Award for best documentary.

Cavanagh, who collaborated with Landau
on film projects, said his documentaries were
meant to be educational, ‘‘but with the very
explicit intent to mobilize people to work for
social justice.”

In 1968, nine years after the Cuban Revolu-
tion, Landau was invited by Castro for a tour
of Cuba and an in-depth interview. The
filmmaker turned footage from his time with
the Cuban strongman into the PBS documen-
tary ‘‘Fidel,” with premieres set for New
York and Los Angeles in 1970.

But New York’s Fifth Avenue Cinema was
bombed before ‘‘Fidel” could be screened,
and an office building in Los Angeles that
housed leftist groups and was slated to show
the picture was burned down before it could
be shown there.

The filmmaker’s daughter Julia Landau
said her father was affected by the bombings,
which she attributed to an anti-Castro
Cuban faction.

“Throughout his life he felt threatened by
zealots like this,” she said. ‘‘He was really
on the hit list for a while.”

Landau made five other films about Cuba.
The most recent, “Will the Real Terrorist
Please Stand Up?”’ was released in 2010. Julia
Landau collaborated on the project, which
focused on anti-Castro militants. Several of
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the filmmaker’s five children worked with
him on various movies over the years.

‘It really brought us close together,” Julia
Landau said.

Besides his children Julia, Greg, Valerie,
Carmen and Marie, Landau is survived by his
wife, Rebecca Switzer, as well as seven
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Born in New York to Leon Landau and
Sadie Frishkov on Jan. 15, 1936, Saul Landau
grew up in the Bronx and went on to attend
the University of Wisconsin.

He studied U.S. history there, obtaining an
undergraduate degree in 1957 and a master’s
one year later.

“I came out of Madison with a passion for
social justice and the idea that you only get
one shot at participating in the history of
the world and that you have to make the
most of it,”” Landau told Madison’s Capital
Times in 2006, the year he donated his papers
to his alma mater.

He moved to San Francisco in 1961. Around
that time, Landau began traveling to Cuba,
a place he’d visit frequently over the years.

‘““He described it in his later years as a
marriage he couldn’t break free from,” Julia
Landau said. ‘‘He was incredibly supportive
of the ideals of the Cuban Revolution, and he
was also critical of the Cuban government
for its censorship.”’

Landau also had a deep connection with
Chile, making films in the early 1970s about
the democratic election of President Sal-
vador Allende. Landau became friends with
Chilean ambassador Orlando Letelier, who
was imprisoned after Augusto Pinochet over-
threw the Allende government.

Landau and others worked to free Letelier,
who was later assassinated by agents of
Pinochet’s government. Also Kkilled was
Ronni Karpen Moffitt, who worked alongside
Landau at the Institute for Policy Studies.

With the backing of the Institute for Pol-
icy Studies, Landau investigated the
killings. In 1995, he published a book about
them—*“Orlando Letelier: Testimonio y
Vindicacion.”

Landau, who from 1999 to 2006 taught a va-
riety of subjects at Cal Poly Pomona, had ec-
lectic interests: In addition to filmmaking,
he was a member of the San Francisco Mime
Troupe in the 1960s and published a volume
of poetry, “My Dad Was Not Hamlet.”’

At the time of his death, Landau was work-
ing on another documentary about Cuba.
The project, about the fight against
homophobia there, will be completed by
filmmaker Jon Alpert, codirector of the film.

‘I think my work holds up with relevance
to today,” Landau told the Capital Times.
“The headlines in the mainstream media
come and go every day, and there is a
trivialization of what is happening. So you
try to make a movie of what makes people
pay attention in larger context that will en-
dure.”

——————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,747,409,787,772.33. We've
added $6,120,532,738,859.25 to our debt in 4
years. This is $6.1 trillion in debt our nation,
our economy, and our children could have
avoided with a balanced budget amendment.

October 10, 2013

HONORING BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
PROFESSOR DAVID GUINN

HON. BILL FLORES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Baylor University Professor David
Guinn. Professor Guinn was recently named
the 2013 Baylor Lawyer of the Year. Mr.
Guinn serves as the Lyndon L. Olson and Wil-
liam A. Olson Professor of Local Government
and Constitutional Law and Master Teacher at
Baylor, where he has taught for nearly half-a-
century. The Waco Campus refers to Pro-
fessor Guinn as “the Godfather,” a tribute not
only to his long tenure at the University, but
also the wide influence he has had on state
policy and generations of Baylor Lawyers.

Professor Guinn attended Baylor University
and majored in Political Science. He received
his J.D. from Baylor School of Law in 1963.
Following Law School, he worked for the
United States Securities and Exchange Com-
mission for two years. He then attended the
University of Michigan Law School where he
received his LL.M. in International Law in 1966
and returned to his alma mater soon after.
During his long tenure at Baylor Law, Pro-
fessor Guinn has assisted in the drafting of
the Texas Administrative Procedures Act and
has served on numerous advisory bodies in
the State Bar and on numerous committees at
Baylor University. In addition to constitutional
law, he teaches courses in the area of civil
rights and local government.

Professor Guinn has also been involved in
the redistricting process at the state and local
level. After the 2000 Census was released, he
helped redistrict cities, counties, and school
districts throughout Texas. Professor Guinn
served as Faculty Representative to the
Southwest and the Big Xl athletic conferences
from 1986—2001. He also served on the first
Division | Management Council of the National
Collegiate Athletic Association in 1997 and
has continued to work with the athletic pro-
gram since that time.

Aside from his teaching and redistricting
work, Professor Guinn spends time traveling,
reading, and exercising. He estimates he has
run 28,000 total miles, and currently averages
15 miles a week. Each year he travels to
South Texas and Mexico with friends, col-
leagues, and former students to hunt pheasant
and white-wing.

Professor Guinn has two sons, David, Jr.,
and John, who graduated from Baylor Law
School and a daughter, Catherine, who is a
graduate of Baylor University.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO TAIWAN
ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR NA-
TIONAL DAY

HON. STEVE STOCKMAN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. STOCKMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the people of the Republic of
China (Taiwan) on their upcoming National
Day on October 10th.

Through three decades marked by momen-
tous social, economic and political trans-
formation, Taiwan remains to be a strong and
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trusted ally of the United States and shares
with us the ideals of freedom and democracy.
| still remember in 1996, when | first came to
Congress, Taiwan held its first democratic
presidential election in history. Today, Taiwan
has emerged as a beacon of democracy and
free enterprise in East Asia and our peoples
have enjoyed a close friendship forged by our
political, economic, cultural, and strategic ties.

The U.S. Congress has continuously played
a unique and important role in supporting
U.S.-Taiwan Relations. The Taiwan Relations
Act passed by Congress in 1979, remains to
be the cornerstone of our bilateral relations. It
codifies America’s commitment to support the
people of Taiwan as they seek a safe and se-
cure place in the world. Earlier this year, Con-
gress passed a bill (H.R. 1151) in support of
Taiwan’s participation in the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO). Subsequently,
Taiwan has been invited as a guest to the
ICAO assembly this year.

Looking forward, | believe that our govern-
ment should further strengthen this important
partnership by sending Cabinet level officials
to Taiwan, as well as welcoming high-level of-
ficials from Taiwan to meet with their Amer-
ican counterparts, so that the Administration
can witness first-hand the strategic and eco-
nomic benefits this relationship has produced.

| am confident that our relations with Taiwan
will continue to grow and flourish, and | heart-
ily congratulate the people of Taiwan on their
102nd anniversary.

HONORING LISA MAKI

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize Lisa Maki, who will
be honored with the 2013 Inspiration and Im-
pact Award presented by Imagine LA.

Imagine LA’s unique program pairs individ-
uals exiting out of homelessness with mentors
to provide critical support as these people
enter the next chapter of their lives. As a
board member with a personal experience
overcoming homelessness, Lisa has taken a
leadership role to ensure Imagine LA achieves
its mission—to empower families to transition
from homelessness to self-sufficiency.

Immediately after being admitted to the Cali-
fornia State Bar in 1992, Lisa opened her own
legal practice dedicated to protecting con-
sumers and enforcing our State’s civil rights
law. Lisa currently serves as the President of
the Consumer Attorneys Association of Los
Angeles (CAALA) because of her unceasing
advocacy to protect our citizens’ rights.

For her tireless work, Lisa has received
countless awards and titles that highlight her
expertise and character and further emphasize
her prominent standing among top attorneys
across the State. Her accolades include the
2006 Orange County Trial Lawyers’ Associa-
tion’s Employment Lawyer of the Year, the
Consumer Attorneys of California’s first ever
“Street Fighter” Award and nominee as Trial
Lawyer of the Year by the Consumer Attor-
neys Association of Los Angeles for four con-
secutive years.

| am delighted to congratulate my friend
Lisa, on this most recent accomplishment as
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the recipient of the 2013 Inspiration and Im-
pact Award. | am confident that she will con-
tinue to be an active and effective leader in
the discourse of civil rights and a champion in
the struggle to combat homelessness in Cali-
fornia.

——————

ON RECOGNITION OF THE WEST
BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP PUBLIC
LIBRARY FOR SEVENTY-FIVE
YEARS OF SERVICE TO ITS COM-
MUNITY

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to once again recognize
the West Bloomfield Township Public Library,
this time on the occasion of its Seventy-fifth
Anniversary of service to the residents of the
Greater West Bloomfield community. Just two
years ago, | was honored to recognize the Li-
brary as it was awarded a National Medal for
Museum and Library Service from the Institute
of Museum and Library Services, an award
given to only five libraries each year and
which is the top honor that can be bestowed
upon a public library.

The residents of West Bloomfield Township
and its neighboring cities are fortunate to have
access to this great educational and commu-
nity resource. What began as a small project
by the Keego-Cass Women’s Club in 1934
has grown into a library system with a 63,000
square feet state-of-the-art main branch and a
satellite branch in the Westacres subdivision
that serves residents in the northern area of
the township.

Public libraries occupy a vital function in our
communities; they equalize the access to in-
formation, making it accessible to everyone in
the areas they serve. The West Bloomfield
Township Public Library is an exemplary insti-
tution that embodies this important role—pro-
viding computers to assist residents with job
searches, helping seniors with Internet access,
implementing outreach programs that provide
residents with opportunities to build important
life skills, and creating programs that foster a
lifetime of literacy and love of reading in our
children.

For the Greater West Bloomfield community,
its library has been an important part of its
residents’ lives—providing programs that help
them attain the American Dream. For children,
the Library has created its Grow Up Reading
program, which works with youth from birth to
the elementary school years and partners
them with a family member, childcare pro-
viders or educators to cultivate literacy skills
that will assist them later in life as they grow
and join the American workforce. As part of its
commitment to the newcomers to our nation,
the Library offers English as a Second Lan-
guage discussion groups that assist them on
their journey to become Americans. For stu-
dents, the library assists them with preparation
for SAT, ACT and AP exams by providing
physical and electronic study materials. And to
help all residents, the Library offers career
empowerment classes that help them hone
their job skills and increase their ability to ob-
tain employment.

Mr. Speaker, | am truly proud to celebrate
and recognize this award-winning community
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institution that continues to make a positive
impact on the lives of all residents in the
Greater West Bloomfield community. Seventy-
five years is a great milestone in the Library’s
service to its community and | congratulate its
staff and trustees on all of the accomplish-
ments they have made in fulfillment of its mis-
sion. | know their passion, their advocacy and
their determination to will continue to result in
future generations of West Bloomfield resi-
dents that possess a lifelong love of reading
and | wish them success in the Library’s future
endeavors.

——————

FARM BILL
HON. TED S. YOHO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, farmers and ranch-
ers all over this country need certainty. Each
year, farmers put their property on the line in
order to feed our nation and the rest of the
world.

Agriculture is a unique enterprise, affected
by both market and weather conditions. That
is why we need to pass a 5 year farm bill and
we need to pass it before the year is out.

| represent the 3rd district of Florida, with
thousands of acres of farmland with millions
worth of production each year. This farm bill
will ensure that those farmers can continue to
produce the safest, most affordable food
source in the world.

Let us not forget, that a nation is not truly
a nation unless it has a secure and abundant
food supply—that has been the reason for the
existence of the farm bill since the 1930s and
it is still the reason we need a farm bill today.

| urge all my colleagues in the House and
the Senate to begin a conference so that
American farmers and ranchers have the se-
curity they need for the next 5 years.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. PETER’S EPIS-
COPAL CHURCH, PHOENIXVILLE,
CHESTER COUNTY, PENNSYL-
VANIA

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate St. Peter's Episcopal Church,
Phoenixville, Chester County, Pennsylvania,
on the occasion of its 175th anniversary.

St. Peter's Episcopal Church, boasting a
rich history stretching back to February of
1838, is part of the Phoenixville Historic Dis-
trict and is particularly famous for its 19th
Century Gothic Revival architecture. St.
Peter's is also well-known for providing a
home for The Clinic, a free-service medical fa-
cility for the uninsured located in the former
rectory next to the Church. The St. Peter’s
Food Pantry, sponsored by Church volunteers,
feeds more than 80 people every other week
from its Prospect Street entrance. These are
just two programs sponsored by St. Peter’s
that have had an enduring, positive impact on
the Phoenixville community. Since the day the
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Church doors opened 175 years ago, St.
Peter's has always been a place that the
Phoenixville community could look to for sup-
port and assistance in times of need.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of its 175th anniver-
sary, | ask that my colleagues join me today
in recognizing St. Peter's Episcopal Church,
Phoenixville, Chester County, Pennsylvania,
and its long and storied heritage of worship,
fellowship, and community service.

IN TRIBUTE TO HAROLD SHARP
HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Harold Sharp for his 44
years and 3 months of dedicated government
service. Arizona is in sincere gratitude for the
assistance, guidance, and leadership you
have provided for the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration for so many years.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
NATIONAL DAY OF TAIWAN

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of 102nd anniver-
sary of National Day for the Republic of China,
commonly known as Taiwan.

October 10th, or Double Ten Day, as it is
better known in Taiwan, commemorates the
first day of the Chinese Revolution, which
overthrew the Qing Dynasty and lead to the
founding of the Republic of China on January
1, 1912.

National Day is celebrated throughout the
island of Taiwan and in many Chinese-Amer-
ican communities here in the U.S., including in
my hometown of Houston, Texas. National
Day is commonly celebrated with large pa-
rades, entertainment and folk performances,
fireworks, and recognition of Sun Yat-sen, the
first president and founding father of the Re-
public of China.

It is important that this chamber and Amer-
ican people join the Republic of China and the
Chinese-American community in celebrating
this day. The Republic of China was an impor-
tant ally to the United States in World War I
and the Cold War and has continued to be
one of our country’s biggest partners in peace
and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific Region.

Today, Taiwan and the United States enjoy
a dynamic trading relationship in both goods
and services. Taiwan was the 11th largest
U.S. trading partner in 2012 and is a major in-
novator and producer of information tech-
nology products. Taiwan is an important mar-
ket for our Nation’s agriculture, chemicals, and
semiconductor industries.

In 1996, Taiwan became the first Chinese
democracy in the world when it held its first di-
rect presidential elections and had held suc-
cessful presidential elections every four years
since then and acts as an important example
that democracy can flourish for the Chinese
people on both sides of the Taiwan Straits.
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America should continue its strong support
for the people of Taiwan and we can do this
by supporting Taiwan’s entrance into inter-
national and multilateral organizations and
agreements. Earlier this year, this House
passed legislation supporting Taiwan’s en-
trance into the International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization. Mr. Speaker, | encourage this
chamber to continue to vote on similar legisla-
tion, voice the American people’s support for
a prosperous and democratic Taiwan, and
congratulate Taiwan on its National Day.

———

HONORING THE CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION OF I.C. NORCOM
HIGH SCHOOL IN PORTSMOUTH,
VIRGINIA

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Centennial Celebration of
I.C. Norcom High School, located in Ports-
mouth, Virginia. This weekend, members of
the 1.C. Norcom High School Alumni Associa-
tion, Inc. are gathering for a parade and ban-
quet celebration honoring their alma mater’s
100th anniversary.

I.C. Norcom High School was founded as
the High Street School in 1913 as the first
high school for black students in Portsmouth.
The school was originally located in the True
Reformers Building at 915 High Street and
graduated its first class of just nine students in
June 1915. After the end of World War |, the
school was relocated to a facility at the corner
of Chestnut and South Street and again in
1920 to the corner of Chestnut and Clifford
Street. In 1937, the school relocated to a larg-
er building nearby, sharing the facility with
George Peabody Elementary School. Sixteen
years later in 1953, a new facility was built at
the cost of 2 million dollars on Turnpike Road,
to honor the legacy of its first supervising prin-
cipal, Israel Charles Norcom. In 1998, the
school relocated to its present location, a new,
state-of-the-art facility located at 1801 London
Boulevard.

The school carries the name of the pioneer
educator Israel Charles (“I.C.”) Norcom, who
was born in Edenton, North Carolina on Sep-
tember 21, 1856. Norcom attended Yale Pre-
paratory School in Connecticut, graduated
from Andover Preparatory School in Massa-
chusetts, and studied at both Yale and Har-
vard Universities. He also took courses at
Howard University, Hampton Institute (now
Hampton University) and the University of Vir-
ginia. Norcom taught for several years in Bed-
ford County, Virginia before relocating to
Portsmouth in the 1880s. Norcom served as a
teacher and supervising principal until his
death in 1916. Norcom was described as a
pioneer educator, civic leader, churchman,
businessman, fraternalist, guidance counselor
and an outstanding citizen. It has been said
that Norcom guided with unmatched intel-
ligence, wisdom and greatly expanded the
educational opportunities for young African
Americans in Portsmouth.

Norcom’s successors have faithfully carried
on his tradition. William E. Riddick served as
principal of the High Street School until 1942.
William E. Waters followed Mr. Riddick as
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principal from 1942 to 1966. Mr. Waters built
on Norcom’s educational methods and tailored
the school's operations to meet the special
needs of its students. Waters was so proud of
1.C. Norcom High School that he often claimed
that it was the best high school in the South.
Albert T. Edwards succeeded Waters as prin-
cipal in 1966 for 14 vyears. By then the
school’s total enrollment exceeded 1,900 stu-
dents for a facility built to only accommodate
1,400 students. Since Edwards’ retirement,
many more have committed themselves to en-
hancing the educational opportunities of I.C.
Norcom’s students. These principals include
Mr. Eugene Blair, Mr. Lindell Wallace, Mr.
Vernon Randall, Dr. DeWayne F. Jeter, Jr.,
Mr. Walter Taylor, Jr., Mr. Timothy E. Johnson
(acting) and Ms. Lynn F. Briley. It was under
the tenure of Ms. Briley that I.C. Norcom’s
basketball team won both the 2010 and 2011
AAA Virginia state championship—something |
remember fondly having personally attended
many of those games. Today, Dr. Rosalynn
Sanderlin serves as principal of I.C. Norcom
High School and continues the tradition of ex-
cellence set by her predecessors.

The world has changed dramatically since
I.C. Norcom High School’s founding in 1913.
But one thing has not, and that is the commit-
ment of the faculty and staff to ensuring that
every student that enters the doors of I.C.
Norcom has every opportunity to succeed,
graduate and go onto college or into the work-
force. | commend the Mighty Greyhounds on
their Centennial Celebration and 100 years of
educating the young men and women of
Portsmouth. They have so much to be proud
of and so much to celebrate.

———
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Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of North Carolina’s most heroic
sons: Airborne Ranger SFC Cedric King of
The United States Army.

On July 25, while out on patrol during his
third tour, SFC King nearly lost his life in an
IED explosion in Azickzia Afghanistan. After
losing both of his legs and sustaining numer-
ous other life-threatening injuries, Cedric has
in so many ways come back from the dead. In
just a few months, he has come so far and so
fast it is beyond words. With the help of his
lovely wife Khieda, and his two beautiful
daughters Amari and Khamya, he charges for-
ward each day towards recovery. He is also
an instructor and pathfinder graduate Ranger.

Mr. Speaker, | submit this poem, penned in
his honor by Albert Carey Caswell.

IF I WERE KING
(By Albert Carey Caswell)

If. . .IwereKing . . .
I'd be one splendid thing!
I'd be the one to freedom bring!
If I were King!
I'd wear that uniform . . .
of such brave hearts who walk with hearts so

very bold and warm!
Who are Airborne!
And I'd be a Ranger who freedom so forms!
As over the enemy I so swarm!
If I were King . . .
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To bring hailing down upon our enemy,

such a most magnificent deadly force all at
light speeds!

And if I were King,

I'd be an American Hero from who freedom
so breathes . . .

All with that is so inside of me!

And so live by such a creed,

and so march off to war to such places where
angels so fear to be!

To so say what must so be said!

To do what must so be done!

If I were King!

I'd so sing what must so be sung!

If I were King

I'd be a United States Ranger . . .

Who would so laugh at danger . . .

Who mountains can so climb!

All for love of country so sublime!

For only the few can so say!

That they so wear that beret . . .

Who with all of my most courageous Broth-
ers In Arms,

have so watched our Brother’s blood so run
as they died that day!

With tears in eyes as their fine lives are now
so done,

as he’d kneel and pray!

And if were King,

as an Airborne Ranger over evil I would so
reign!

For Rangers lead in all things!

And if I were King,

all for God and Country I would have so bled!

For in history Rangers have always led!

As its life and death in what is said!

And if I were King,

I would have given up my two strong legs,

as from out of the darkness armed but with
only my courage and faith!

To so awake from such harm!

As my tears so brake,

as my heart so tells me to somehow move on!

As with each new day,

I.must wade through such pain and heart-
ache formed . . .

With the help of a great wife Khieda who
stands by her man so very warm!
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And my two beautiful daughters Amari and
Khamya,
who lovingly call out my name each morning

If I were King!

And though my task is great . . .

These new giant steps I would now so
take . . .

For time for no man so waits . . .

And pity will only weak hearts so create!

So wipe all of your tears away . . .

As I stand here much more than a man on
this very day!

As my strides have gotten stronger and
much more great!

Look at me,

because I'm Airborne as it’s up out ahead
you’ll find me leading the way!

To So Teach You!

To So Beseech You!

To So Reach You and All Of Your Hearts
This Day!

As Hero I was not trying to be,

but this is what my Lord God has so made
me. . .

So get out of my way!

For I've got mountains to so climb!

And hearts to so heal all in my time!

And I've got Blue Skies up ahead of me . . .

When, I g0 back home to my most beloved
Carolina someday!

If I were King how proud I would so be . . .

In life,

most people never reach so high!

And jump so heroically from the skies!

Who are Rangers who are Airborne,

all so selflessly to so live and die!

And so live by such a heroic creed,

ith but such tears in eyes!

And so bury their dead up on high!

For its far . .. far better to live a noble
life . . .

Than, just to do the ride!

Better, to give up your strong fine legs . . .

Then, in the end so wish somehow better
choices you had made!

And die with such regret as you so ask your-
self,
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what did I do all in my life?

For I'd much rather live like a King,

and know that my life had meaning in every
way!

Then die just marking time day after day!

If I were King!

I'd hold my head up high until my dying
days!

Knowing full well,

what to this world I gave!

For in life,

only a few Kings so lead the way!

If I were King,

heaven would me await.

———
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the National Day of the Republic of
China, commonly known as Taiwan. National
Day commemorates the beginning of the
Wouchang Uprising in 1911, which led to the
establishment of Taiwan.

Taiwan has been a friend of the United
States and a shining example of democracy in
the Asian-Pacific Region. They share our val-
ues and respect for human rights, freedom,
and a market-based economy. Taiwan is a
key trading partner and trusted ally. The rela-
tionship between our two countries continues
to grow along with the cultural and economic
benefits it creates.

| am pleased to recognize Taiwan’s National
Day and voice my support for our nations’
continued friendship.
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